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Secret Service Director Joseph Clancy testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, March 19, 2015, before the Senate subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and 
Federal Management hearing to review the fiscal 2016 funding request and budget justification for the Secret Service. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 
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Obama orders cuts in federal greenhouse gas emissions 


a major dent in the presi¬ 
dent’s broader goals to cut 
emissions. 

But because the federal 
government is the largest 
user of energy in the U.S. 
economy - encompassing 
360,000 buildings, 650,000 
fleet vehicles and $445 bil¬ 
lion in annual spending on 
goods and services - it has 
the potential to influence 
private companies to step 
up their emissions-cutting 
targets. 


In conjunction with the ex¬ 
ecutive order, the Obama 
administration released a 
new scorecard to allow 
federal suppliers to disclose 
their emissions and track 
their reductions. 

Several large compa¬ 
nies that do business with 
the federal government 
- including IBM, General 
Electric, Honeywell and 
Northrop Grumman - an¬ 
nounced new emissions- 
cutting goals of their own. 


“As we get economies of 
scale, and demand for so¬ 
lar and wind and other re¬ 
newable energies grows, 
obviously that can help 
drive down the overall 
price, make it that much 
for efficient, and we start 
getting a virtuous cycle 
that is good for the econ¬ 
omy and creates jobs here 
in America,” Obama said 
after touring the Energy De¬ 
partment’s solar-paneled 
rooftop.Q 



President Barack Obama signs an Executive Order, entitled 
“Planning for Sustainability in the Next Decade,” which will cut 
the Federal Government's greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
over the next decade, Thursday, March 19, 2015, in the Oval 
Office of the White House in Washington. Behind the president 
is Senior Adviser rian Deese and Kate Brandt, Federal Chief 
Sustainability Officer. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
© 2015 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama signed an 
executive order on Thurs¬ 
day to set new goals for 
reducing the greenhouse 
gas emissions of federal 
agencies, his latest use of 
his executive authority to 
address the root causes of 
climate change and press 
private companies and for¬ 
eign governments to follow 
suit. 

Obama’s directive orders 
federal agencies over the 
next decade to cut their 
emissions by an average of 
40 percent compared with 
their levels when he won 
office in 2008, and to in¬ 
crease their use of electric¬ 
ity from renewable sources 
by 30 percent. 

The goals are in line with a 
commitment that he an¬ 
nounced in November as 
part of a climate agree¬ 
ment with China. In the 
deal, Obama said the Unit¬ 
ed States would reduce its 
emissions of the heat-trap- 
ping gases that are warm¬ 
ing the planet by 26 per¬ 
cent to 28 percent below 


2005 levels by 2025. 

They are also part of 
Obama’s effort during his 
last two years in office to 
use an expansive interpre¬ 
tation of his presidential 
authority to push ahead 
with unilateral moves to 
combat climate change in 
the face of strong opposi¬ 
tion from the Republican- 
controlled Congress to 
advancing legislation that 
would do so. 

“We're proving that it 
is possible to grow our 
economy robustly while at 
the same time doing the 
right thing for our environ¬ 
ment and tackling climate 
change in a serious way,” 
Obama said during a visit 
to the Energy Department 
on Thursday to announce 
the order. 

“America once again is 
going to be leading by ex¬ 
ample." 

The federal government's 
share of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the United 
States is minuscule - less 
than 1 percent in 2013, the 
last year for which data 
is available - so the order 
by itself is unlikely to make 





- -if- - 


"SuFrtuhded by Ibc-^p^rhling pjrt’trarh^oF E/iqlr Broth 
Bay and the Caribbean See. AZUHEwIN feature two-B-stcwy 
lowm withewqulijle wstwhiml peildenceiwhepe 
leading-edge design andartliif^drvile beach living ten 
hfcghrr. rnnra modern krurr 


ww.azure-aruba.com / in.fo^azure-aruba.com 


■ _ -V' " 


Penng 




V 153 T ■OUR - SAllV DFpPCE AT pIIIl AIjIDE JMr 1 ! Ml / MIL/. Mt HI* 
















FRIDAY 20 MARCH 


ms. NEWS 


m 



tt 1L 


Lunch & Dinner 


J.E 



Japanese and Chinese Restaurant 


Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 
in parking lot. 


. Irausquin Boulevard. 77, [e*-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 


Secret Service Chief Disputes Reports of Crash 


ALICIA A. CALDWELL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

new director of the U.S. Se¬ 
cret Service went on the 
offensive Thursday in Con¬ 
gress, disputing charac¬ 
terizations in news reports 
that two senior agents 
crashed a government ve¬ 
hicle into a security barrier 
at the White House after a 
night of drinking earlier this 
month. 

“Previous reports of a crash 
are inaccurate - there was 
no crash," Joseph Clancy 
said during a hearing by 
a Senate Appropriations 
subcommittee. “The video 
shows the vehicle entering 
the White House complex 
at a speed of approxi¬ 
mately 1 to 2 mph, and 
pushing aside a plastic 
barrel. There was no dam¬ 
age to the vehicle.” 

Clancy also told lawmak¬ 
ers that some video re¬ 
cordings of the March 4 in¬ 
cident have been erased 



Joseph Clancy, director of the United States Secret Service, testifies during a Senate Appropria¬ 
tions Subcommittee on Homeland Security hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, March 19, 2015. 
Clancy has maintained that reports of two agents crashing a car into a White House barricade 
were overblown. 

(Drew Angerer/The New York Times) 


and the agency that pro¬ 
tects the president is work¬ 


ing to recover them. 
Problems within the Secret 
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Service have been high¬ 
lighted in recent years as 
agents and officers have 
been caught up in a series 
of embarrassing drunken 
incidents. The most scan¬ 


dalous incident involved 
more than a dozen agents 
and officers caught up in 
a prostitution scandal in 
Colombia in advance of a 
2012 presidential visit. 
Earlier this month The Wash¬ 
ington Post first reported 
that a pair of senior agents 
drove a government vehi¬ 
cle into a White House se¬ 
curity barrier after a night 
of drinking on March 4. The 
Post has said in its news 
accounts of the incident 
that agents “drove into,” 
"struck” and “hit” the bar¬ 
ricades, although a sepa¬ 
rate editorial by the Post 
on March 12 described 
the agents as “allegedly 
crashing" into the barrier. 
A tongue-in-cheek Post 
opinion column the same 
day chastised the agency 
for “for crashing into yet 
another public relations 
barrier.” 

The Post also initially report¬ 
ed that the agents may 
have driven over a suspi¬ 
cious item suspected of 
being a bomb during the 
incident. □ 


Obama congratulates Netanyahu 
on election victory in phone call 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama on 
Thursday called Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu to congratulate 
him on his election victory 
two days ago, relieving 
pressure from critics for not 
embracing the Israeli lead¬ 
er's success sooner. 

The call came as the White 
House continued to push 
back against Netanyahu’s 
pre-election rejection of a 
two-state solution to Pales- 
tinian-lsraeli peace. 

The White House said in a 
statement that Obama 
stressed the United States’ 
close security cooperation 
with Israel, but also empha¬ 


sized the U.S. commitment 
to the creation of a Pales¬ 
tinian state existing along¬ 
side Israel. 

On another sensitive sub¬ 
ject, Obama addressed 
negotiations with Iran over 
Tehran’s nuclear program 
and said he was focused 
on a deal that would pre¬ 
vent Iran from acquiring a 
nuclear weapon, the White 
House said. Netanyahu 
has been a vocal critic of 
Obama’s diplomatic out¬ 
reach to Iran. 

Earlier Thursday, House 
Speaker John Boehner had 
mocked the Obama ad¬ 
ministration’s chilly reaction 
to the Israeli prime minis¬ 
ter’s election victory. Q 
































U.S. NEWSI^ 


FRIDAY 20 MARCH 2015 


Virginia governor calls for probe into student’s arrest 



Virginia student and Jefferson Scholar Aryn Frazier speaks to a 
large crowd during a protest for fellow student Martese John¬ 
son at the University of Virginia Amphitheatre in Charlottesville, 
Va. Johnson was bloodied during an arrest Wednesday about 1 
a.m. by State Alcoholic Beverage Control agents outside Trinity 
Irish Pub on the Corner. 

(AP Photo/The Daily Progress, Andrew Shurtleff) 


HEIDI BROWN 
Associated Press 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Virgin¬ 
ia (AP) — The governor 
of Virginia has called for 
an investigation into the 
rough arrest of a university 
student who appears in a 
photo with a bloody face 
as he is being held down 
by an officer. 

About 1,000 students gath¬ 
ered at the University of Vir¬ 
ginia campus Wednesday 
night to demand justice for 
Martese Johnson, whose 
lawyer said he needed 10 
stitches in his head follow¬ 
ing the arrest. 

The Alcoholic Beverage 
Control agent who made 
the arrest early Wednes¬ 
day, listed in court records 
as J. Miller, said in the arrest 
report that Johnson “was 
very agitated and belliger¬ 
ent.” 

Johnson was charged on 
two counts: obstruction 
of justice without force, 
and public swearing or in¬ 
toxication, Charlottesville 
General District Court re¬ 
cords show. 

A statement from a group 
calling itself “Concerned 
Black Students,” however, 
claims the arrest was un¬ 


provoked and extreme. 
“The brutish force used re¬ 
sulted in his head and bodi¬ 
ly injuries,” the group said in 
a statement. “His treatment 
was unprovoked as he did 
not resist questioning or ar¬ 
rest.” 

Johnson was on hand for 
Wednesday night’s rally, 
flanked by several students. 
He spoke briefly and kept 
touching his face where he 
received stitches from the 
scuffle with police. 

“I beg for you guys to 


please respect everyone 
here,” Johnson told the 
crowd. “We really are one 
community.” 

His lawyer, Daniel P. Wat¬ 
kins, said Johnson is a 
20-year-old, third-year stu¬ 
dent at UVA who is major¬ 
ing in Italian and Media 
Studies, holds “numerous 
leadership positions" at the 
school, and has no criminal 
record. 

Earlier Wednesday, UVA 
student Bryan Beaubrun 
said he was with Johnson 


Judge won’t release grand jury 
records in NY chokehold death 


COLLEEN LONG 
TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Testimo¬ 
ny heard by a grand jury 
that declined to indict a 
white New York City police 
officer in the chokehold 
death of an unarmed Afri¬ 
can-American man will not 
be released, a judge said 
Thursday, arguing there 
wasn’t a good enough 
reason to make the secret 
information public. 

Civil liberties groups had 
asked the court to order 
Staten Island prosecutors 
to release the grand jury 
transcript, including the 
testimony of the officer in¬ 
volved, Daniel Pantaleo, 
and dozens of witnesses, 
detailed descriptions of 
evidence and other docu¬ 
mentation. A similar step 
was voluntarily taken by 
the prosecutor in Ferguson, 


Missouri, when a grand jury 
there refused to indict an 
officer in the fatal police 
shooting of 18-year-old Mi¬ 
chael Brown, also an un¬ 
armed African-American. 
The deaths of Brown and 
Garner and the lack of in¬ 
dictments in their cases 
sparked nationwide pro¬ 
tests about the treatment 
of minorities by law en¬ 
forcement and a debate 
about the role of race in 
policing. 

Civil liberties lawyers had 
argued that the public 
needed to reconcile the 
widely watched video of 
the arrest with the decision 
not to indict the officer in¬ 
volved. 

But State Supreme Court 
Justice William Garnett 
wrote that the law required 
the New York Civil Liberties 
Union and the other parties 
who brought the lawsuit 


to establish a “compelling 
and particularized need” 
to release the grand jury 
minutes. 

Donovan argued that the 
disclosure would damage 
the credibility of prosecu¬ 
tors seeking to assure both 
grand jurors and witnesses 
that details of their par¬ 
ticipation would be kept 
from public view. Following 
the grand jury’s decision, 
Donovan asked for some 
information to be made 
public, but it didn't include 
testimony or exhibits shown 
to jurors. 

Pantaleo and other officers 
stopped Garner on July 
17 on suspicion of selling 
loose, untaxed cigarettes. 
A video shot by an onlook¬ 
er and widely watched 
online shows Garner telling 
the officers to leave him 
alone and refusing to be 
handcuffed. □ 


and photographed the ar¬ 
rest. Beaubrun said John¬ 
son was trying to get into 
the Trinity Irish Pub when he 
was stopped by a bounc¬ 
er. Then, an Alcoholic 
Beverage Control officer 
grabbed Johnson by the 
arm and pulled him away 
from the bar to speak with 
a group of police officers, 
Beaubrun said. 

After about a minute, 
Beaubrun said, Johnson 
asked the ABC officer to let 
go of his arm and tried pull¬ 
ing away from the officer. 
At that point, another ABC 
officer grabbed Johnson 
from behind and the two 
ABC officers wrestled John¬ 
son to the ground, Beaub¬ 
run said. 

He said Johnson hit his 
head on the ground when 
he was tackled and that 


police acted with unnec¬ 
essary force. 

“He didn't need to be 
tackled. He wasn’t being 
aggressive at all," Beaub¬ 
run said. 

Virginia Gov. Terry McAu- 
liffe’s office issued a state¬ 
ment asking state police 
to investigate “the use of 
force in this matter.” The 
ABC said the agents in¬ 
volved with the arrest are 
being restricted to admin¬ 
istrative duties while the in¬ 
vestigation is underway. 
ABC agents in Charlottes¬ 
ville have been accused of 
heavy-handed actions in 
the past. In one case, the 
state of Virginia reached 
a $212,500 settlement last 
year with a UVA student 
who was arrested after her 
purchase of water was mis¬ 
taken for beer. □ 
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Deadly machete attack on Burmese boys stuns US neighborhood 



This booking mug provided by the Craven County Sheriff's Of¬ 
fice, in North Carolina, shows Eh Lar Doh Htoo, 18, under ar¬ 
rest, Wednesday, March 18, 2015. Htoo is charged with assault 
with a deadly weapon with intent to kill. Other charges are also 
expected. Three children, ages 1, 5 and 12, were stabbed to 
death and two other people were wounded in a Burmese com¬ 
munity in New Bern, N.C. 

(AP Photo/Craven County Sheriff's Office) 


JONATHAN DREW 
Associated Press 
NEW BERN, North Caro¬ 
lina (AP) — A frantic and 
bloodied mother whose 
three young sons were 
killed in a machete at¬ 
tack jumped from an 
upstairs window and ran 
across the street for help, 
according to neighbors. 
A couple, who, like the 
suspect and victims, 
were Burmese refugees, 
was startled Tuesday 
night by pounding on 
their door by the mother. 
They said she was bleed¬ 
ing from a wound in her 
back and asking for help. 
“We were scared," said A 
Bu, who took in the moth¬ 
er and a surviving daugh¬ 
ter while they waited for 
police to arrive. 

The suspect, identified as 
18-year-old Eh Lar Doh 
Htoo, attacked the fam¬ 
ily in their home Tuesday 
night. The brothers, ages 
1, 5 and 12, were killed, 
police said. 

New Bern Police Lt. Ron- 
da Allen confirmed Thurs¬ 
day that a machete was 
used in the attack. She 


said the father of the chil¬ 
dren was away from the 
house at work during the 
attack. 

When officers arrived, he 
was still holding the weap¬ 
on, New Bern Police Chief 
Toussaint Summers Jr. told 
The Associated Press. 

Htoo also wounded the 
brothers' mother and their 
14-year-old sister. Police 


said they don’t know a 
motive for the attack and 
a language barrier ham¬ 
pered their investigation. 
The sounds of screaming 
and dogs barking, followed 
by police sirens, awakened 
several neighbors who live 


in what they describe as 
a normally quiet neighbor¬ 
hood. The diverse neigh¬ 
borhood includes several 
families of Burmese refu¬ 
gees. Htoo was charged 
with three counts of murder 
and assault with a deadly 
weapon with intent to kill. 
Police said they don't know 
whether he has an attor¬ 
ney. 

New Bern is a coastal town 
and home to about 1,900 
Burmese refugees, who 
resettled in the area after 
fleeing persecution from 
the country once called 
Burma, now known as 
Myanmar. 

“Anytime this happens in 
any community, any part 
of town, it’s surprising,” the 
police chief said. 

The stabbings happened 
on a street of about 10 
homes that face a railroad 
track and several dilapi¬ 
dated commercial build¬ 
ings. 

About 11 p.m. Tuesday, of¬ 
ficers were called there to 


a report of a person with 
a knife. They entered the 
home and found two dead 
boys. A third died at a hos¬ 
pital. 

Police did not release the 
victims’ names. 

Another neighbor said the 
suspect had scared his 
family by knocking on their 
door several times in the 
middle of the night. 

“He’s crazy,” neighbor Ner 
Wah said Wednesday. “I 
told my wife: ‘Be careful. 
Don't answer the door.’" 
Wah said that like him, 
Htoo was a member of the 
Karen ethnic group, an op¬ 
pressed people whose lan¬ 
guage has been banned 
back home. 

Htoo once came to Wah's 
house during the day to 
ask him to help translate 
documents, but Wah said 
they weren’t friends. 

“We felt very scared of 
him,” Wah said. 

Htoo’s first court appear¬ 
ance was scheduled for 
FridayO 
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DENISE LAVOIE 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — Boston Mar¬ 
athon bomber Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev had a variety of 
extremist materials on his 
computer, including an is¬ 
sue of the al-Qaida maga¬ 
zine Inspire with an article 
entitled “Make a Bomb in 
the Kitchen of Your Mom,” 
an FBI agent testified Thurs¬ 
day. 

Tsarnaev, 21, faces the pos¬ 
sibility of the death penalty 
in the 2013 attack, which 
killed three people and in¬ 
jured more than 260. 

During opening statements 
this month, his lawyer ad¬ 
mitted that he participated 
in the bombings, but said 
his older brother, Tamerlan, 
was the mastermind who 
recruited a young, impres¬ 
sionable Dzhokhar into the 
plan. The defense argues 
that Dzhokhar does not de¬ 
serve the death penalty. 
Prosecutors, however, 
have portrayed Dzhokhar, 
then 19, as an active and 
willing participant in the 
bombings. Tamerlan was 
killed in a gun battle with 


police after the bombing. 
On Thursday, Kevin Swin¬ 
don, a supervisory special 
agent for the FBI’s cyber 
squad in Boston, reviewed 
the contents of Tsarnaev’s 
laptop computer, as well 
as a desktop computer 
at his family's Cambridge 
apartment, thumb drives 
and other devices. 

Several devices, including 
Dzhokhar’s computer and 
a thumb drive found in his 
dorm room at the Univer¬ 
sity of Massachusetts-Dart- 
mouth, contained issues of 
Inspire magazine and other 
radical materials, including 
a series of audio lectures by 
Anwar al-Awlaki, an Amer¬ 
ican-born Muslim cleric 
who was suspected of be¬ 
ing a terrorist and killed in 
a U.S. drone strike in Ye¬ 
men in 2011. Judy Clarke, 
one of Tsarnaev’s lawyers, 
said during her opening 
statement that much of 
the material on Tsarnaev’s 
computer was on subjects 
more common to college 
students, including girls, 
cars and homework. The 
defense contends that for 


much of the radical mate¬ 
rial cited by prosecutors, it 
is impossible to tell whether 
Tsarnaev is the one who 
downloaded it or if it was 
sent to him by others, in¬ 
cluding his brother. 

In fact, the thumb drives 
introduced Thursday con¬ 
tained material that ap¬ 
peared to have been put 
on them by other Tsarnaev 
family members, including 
a pay stub of his sister-in- 
law and a rental agree¬ 
ment in her name. Tsar¬ 
naev’s thumb drive also 
contained homework by 
some of his college friends. 
Swindon was expected to 
be cross-examined by Tsar¬ 
naev’s lawyers on Monday, 
when the trial resumes. 

In the indictment against 
Tsarnaev, prosecutors al¬ 
lege he downloaded a 
copy of Inspire that includ¬ 
ed instructions on how to 
build bombs with pressure 
cookers, the kind of de¬ 
vice used in the marathon 
bombing. Two pressure- 
cooker bombs exploded 
near the marathon finish 
line.Q 



















US Financial Front: 

Why Fed won’t have a big impact on your loans anytime soon 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — Nobody 
knows when exactly, but 
the day will eventually 
come when the Federal 
Reserve nudges its bench¬ 
mark lending rate from 
next to zero to something 
slightly higher. 

When that happens, it will 
put upward pressure on 
borrowing rates throughout 
the economy — for credit 
cards, mortgages and stu¬ 
dent loans. But that doesn’t 
mean the era of incredibly 
low interest rates will soon 
be over. 

The Fed’s chair, Janet Yel- 
len, has taken pains to be 
cautious. On Wednesday, 
the central bank gave 
more signals that it will 
move slowly toward its first 
interest-rate increase in 
nearly a decade. By the 
end of the year, Fed of¬ 
ficials expect the bench¬ 
mark rate will reach 0.625 
percent. 

It was a different world the 
last time the Fed began a 
series of hikes. Rates were 
already much higher than 
today. In June 2004, the 
Fed lifted its benchmark 
rate from 1 percent to 1.25 
percent. By the time the 
Fed was finished in 2006, 
the rate had reached 5.25 
percent. 

Nobody expects any¬ 
thing like that now. With 
the economy still growing 
slowly and inflation minus¬ 
cule, rates will likely hover 
near historic lows. The Fed 
doesn’t want to ratchet up 
the monthly payments on 
your credit card. It's in no 


rush. 

“You're going to see rates 
remain low for quite some 
time,” says Patrick Maldari, 
senior fixed-income spe¬ 
cialist at Aberdeen Asset 
Management. 

HOUSING 

Many expect mortgage 
rates to creep higher this 
year. The average 30-year 
mortgage carries a rate of 
3.7 percent, according to 
Freddie Mac. That’s close 
to a record low of 3.31 per¬ 
cent and compares with 
an average rate of 5.9 per¬ 
cent a decade ago. 

Greg McBride, chief finan¬ 
cial analyst at Bankrate. 
com, thinks homeowners 
ought to lock in mortgage 
rates as long as they re¬ 
main below 4 percent. If 
you haven’t refinanced al¬ 
ready, in other words, con¬ 
sider it soon. 

Home loans won’t hinge 
on the Fed’s next move, 
though. Mortgage rates 
are closely tied to long¬ 
term interest rates, specifi¬ 
cally the 10-year Treasury 
note. These rates are teth¬ 
ered to the Fed's bench¬ 
mark yet have plenty of 
wiggle room. 

The 10-year yield has actu¬ 
ally been falling over the 
past year. 

The reason? The Treasury 
market is dominated by 
global players. So when Eu¬ 
rope’s economy runs into 
trouble, for example, trad¬ 
ers around the world look 
for safety in the Treasury 
market, buying U.S. gov¬ 
ernment bonds and push¬ 
ing yields down. Another 
factor: The Fed is keeping a 


lid on yields by sitting on tril¬ 
lions of dollars of Treasurys 
following a huge bond¬ 
buying program that end¬ 
ed last year. 

SAVINGS 

It’s been a tough time 


for people socking away 
money in savings. On aver¬ 
age, savings accounts pay 
an annual percentage 
yield of 0.09 percent, ac¬ 
cording to Bankrate.com. 
A one-year certificate of 
deposit pays a paltry 0.28 
percent. 

For every $1,000 saved, in 
other words, the bank will 
give you $2.80. Ka-ching! 
“Savings rates are nearly 
at zero and, unfortunately, 
I think depositors aren’t go¬ 
ing to see much of a differ¬ 
ence,” says Casey Bond, 
managing editor at Go- 
BankingRates. 

The Fed has signaled that 
it will raise rates slowly and 


carefully. A series of hikes 
large enough to lift yields 
on savings accounts, how¬ 
ever, could put the eco¬ 
nomic recovery at risk by 
curbing lending and busi¬ 
nessspending. “Anything 
that would give savers a 


(AP Photo/LM Otero) 

real boost would be too 
disruptive,” Bond says. 

“I think people need to be 
focused on other things, 
like avoiding bank fees,” 
Bond says. “Fees can wipe 
out your earnings because 
savings rates are so low.” 

CREDIT CARDS 

Credit card rates could 
start to inch up once the 
Fed raises its benchmark 
federal funds rate — espe¬ 
cially the low teaser rates 
credit card issuers use to 
entice people to sign up or 
shift credit card balances. 
McBride advises that bor¬ 
rowers “grab those zero- 
interest balance transfers 


and introductory credit 
card rates. As the Fed 
moves away from zero in¬ 
terest rates later this year, 
credit card issuers will too. 
Chip away at your vari¬ 
able-rate debt now be¬ 
fore interest rates start to 
climb.” 

Credit card rates remain 
high — variable credit 
card rates average near¬ 
ly 15.8 percent, accord¬ 
ing to Bankrate.com. But 
they could head higher 
if the fed funds rate goes 
up. That’s because credit 
card rates are based on 
the prime rate that banks 
charge their best custom¬ 
ers, and the prime rate is 
based on the Fed funds 
rate. 

INVESTMENTS 

To judge by the stock mar¬ 
ket’s daily swings, investors 
fear the Fed’s first rate in¬ 
crease. Speculation that 
the Fed is preparing to 
move usually knocks stocks 
down. But the market has 
actually performed well in 
the face of rising interest 
rates. 

A recent report from UBS 
looked at the Fed's initial 
rate hikes going back to 
1954. It showed that the 
Standard & Poor’s 500 in¬ 
dex rallied an average of 
7.6 percent in the next six 
months. 

Many investors are con¬ 
fident that as long as the 
Fed moves gradually, 
the stock market should 
be fine. That's what hap¬ 
pened in the last round of 
Fed hikes, in 2004. The S&P 
500 finished the year with a 
9 percent gain.Q 



A sheet of uncut $100 bills is inspected during the printing pro¬ 
cess at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing Western Currency 
Facility in Fort Worth, Texas. Nobody knows when exactly, but 
the day will eventually come when the Federal Reserve nudg¬ 
es its benchmark lending rate from next to zero to something 
slightly higher. But that doesn't mean the era of incredibly low 
interest rates will be over. 
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Of Global Concern: 

US 1st lady puts focus on empowering girls through education 


ELAINE KURTENBACH 
Associated Press 
TOKYO/WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Education is the starting 
point for opportunity, U.S. 
first lady Michelle Obama 
said Thursday as she and 
her Japanese counterpart 
Akie Abe showcased ef¬ 
forts to help girls stay in or 
return to school. 

“Like so many women I 
was able to achieve both 
my professional and per¬ 
sonal goals because of my 
education,” Mrs. Obama 
said after Abe announced 
plans for Japan to support 
the “Let Girls Learn" project 
aimed at promoting edu¬ 
cation for girls in the devel¬ 
oping world. 

“My education is the start¬ 
ing point for every opportu¬ 
nity in my life,” Mrs. Obama 
said. “When we put limits 
on women's lives we stifle 
their full potential.” 

“Let Girls Learn" will sup¬ 
port a variety of projects, 
from building toilets, pro¬ 
viding security and helping 
girls afford or make school 
uniforms to encouraging 
greater awareness of the 
role education of both 
genders plays in sustain¬ 
able economic develop¬ 
ment. 

“But we all know that the 
problem here isn't just 
about infrastructure and 
resources. It’s also about 
attitudes and beliefs. It’s 
about whether fathers — 
and mothers — think their 
daughters are as worthy of 
an education as their sons.” 
The two first ladies have dif¬ 
ferent backgrounds. The 
U.S. first lady is a Princeton- 
educated lawyer. Abe is 


the daughter of the former 
president of a leading Jap¬ 
anese confectioner, Mori- 
naga & Co. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s 
ruling Liberal Democratic 


Party has conservative 
views on gender equality, 
but the first lady is a busi¬ 
nesswoman, owns a bar 
in downtown Tokyo, and 
supports local artists and 
craftsmen. 

After attending a discus¬ 
sion session with Japanese 
college students and with 
Caroline Kennedy, the U.S. 
ambassador to Japan and 
daughter of President John 
F. Kennedy, Mrs. Obama 
ate lunch with Mrs. Abe 
at her restaurant, Uzu. She 


later told the prime minister 
that it was delicious. 

“I've actually never been 
there,” Abe quipped. 
“Maybe next time I come 
to visit, you can join us," 


Mrs. Obama said. 

Mrs. Abe is soft spoken, but 
has described herself as 
the “domestic opposition," 
at times openly disagree¬ 
ing with her husband. 

But she has actively backed 
his high-profile campaign 
to promote greater gen¬ 
der equality in government 
andbusiness. 

“Some girls must give up 
their future or their educa¬ 
tion,” she said. “To com¬ 
mute to school. To chat 
with a friend. To believe 


in your possibilities. These 
happy things that are tak¬ 
en for granted in our coun¬ 
tries can never be attained 
by children in some devel¬ 
oping countries. This is the 


harsh reality.” 

As a major aid donor, Ja¬ 
pan plans to cooperate 
with the community-based. 
Peace Corps-run “Let Girls 
Learn" initiative recently 
announced by President 
Barack Obama and his 
wife. On Thursday it an¬ 
nounced plans to devote 
42 billion yen ($340 million) 
over three years to support¬ 
ing girls’ empowerment 
and gender sensitive edu¬ 
cation. 

The U.S. has earmarked 


$250 million in new and re¬ 
allocated funds to support 
the initiative, and is also 
hoping to win more back¬ 
ing from the private sector 
and crowd-funding. 

The Japan Overseas Coop¬ 
eration Volunteers will also 
cooperate with the Peace 
Corps, in implementing 
the Let Girls Learn pro¬ 
gram which is being rolled 
out initially in 11 countries 
— Albania, Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Cambodia, Georgia, 
Ghana, Moldova, Mon¬ 
golia, Mozambique, Togo 
and Uganda. The U.S. and 
Japan are using the initia¬ 
tive to also underscore their 
partnership as close allies, 
and Mrs. Obama’s stop 
in Japan is seen here as a 
“makeup” call after she did 
not accompany her hus¬ 
band during his state visit to 
Tokyo last year. 

Abe is soon due to make a 
reciprocal visit to the U.S. 

In a gesture of cordiality. 
Emperor Akihito and Em¬ 
press Michiko received 
Mrs. Obama at their home 
deep inside the verdant, 
secluded grounds of the 
Imperial Palace — a quiet 
interlude in an otherwise 
hectic schedule. 

Mrs. Obama compliment¬ 
ed the Emperor on the 
beauty of the cherry blos¬ 
soms that have just begun 
to bloom, and he replied 
that the trees were from 
the southern islands of Oki¬ 
nawa. 

Fitting in some sightseeing 
on Friday, Mrs. Obama will 
visit a Buddhist temple and 
a Shinto shrine in the an¬ 
cient capital, Kyoto, before 
going to CambodiaO 



U.S. first lady Michelle Obama, right, talks to participants during the roundtable meeting as 
part of Japan-U.S. Joint Girls Education event at likura Guest House in Tokyo, Thursday, March 
19, 2015. Mrs. Obama and her Japanese counterpart Akie Abe announced plans Thursday to 
deepen cooperation in helping girls in developing nations finish their educations. 

(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko) 
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Powerful regional Afghan police chief killed in Kabul 


AZAM AHMED 
© 2015 New York Times 
KABUL, Afghanistan - Mati- 
ullah Khan, whose rise from 
local militia commander 
to powerful regional po¬ 
lice chief left him one of 
the wealthiest and most 
powerful men in southern 
Afghanistan, was killed in a 
targeted suicide bombing 
in Kabul, officials said Thurs¬ 
day. 

From his beginnings as an 
illiterate highway patrol 
commander in Oruzgan 
province, Khan started a 
militia operation that made 
millions of dollars securing 
military coalition supply 
convoys through a decade 
of war and turmoil. He ob¬ 
tained so much influence 
during his years as a private 
commander that even be¬ 
fore 2011, when he was 
anointed police chief of 
Oruzgan by President Ha¬ 
mid Karzai, who hailed from 
his Popalzai tribe, he could 
freely appoint government 
officials in the province. 

The Afghan government 
remained silent about 
Khan's death on Wednes¬ 
day and through much of 
Thursday, referring all ques¬ 
tions to the spokesman for 
the Interior Ministry, who 
did not respond to requests 
for comment. Accounts of 
Khan's killing obtained from 
members of parliament 
and other officials varied, 
though Khan was said to be 
in Kabul on official business, 
staying at a downtown ho¬ 
tel, the Safi Landmark. 
Around 8 p.m., he was 
walking in the streets of Ka¬ 
bul's Police District 6 when 
a person wearing a burqa 
approached and detonat¬ 
ed a suicide vest, accord¬ 
ing to a senior Afghan se¬ 
curity official in Kabul, who 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity to discuss a continu¬ 
ing investigation. Officials 
who saw Khan’s body said 
he had suffered shrapnel 


wounds to his chest. 

The Taliban claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the attack 
on Thursday, a seeming in¬ 
surgent success after trying 
to kill Khan at least six other 
times. Still, while the attack 
bore all the hallmarks of 
an insurgent hit job, some 
warned that Khan had 
numerous rivals within the 
government. 

An outpouring of condo¬ 
lences followed news of 
Khan's death, even from 
people who in the past 
might have criticized his 
heavy-handed influence. 
Dost Mohammad Nayab, 
the spokesman for the gov¬ 
ernor of Oruzgan, said it 
“will take 14 years to fill the 
gap he leaves behind." 
Hajji Mohammad Essa, an 
elder in Tirin Kot, said, “He 
was like a mountain for us." 
For years, Khan enjoyed un¬ 
paralleled influence in Oru¬ 
zgan, where he gained a 
reputation as a fierce ene¬ 
my of the Taliban. Villagers 
and elders came to ask his 
assistance or seek his guid¬ 
ance. 

He became a classic sym¬ 
bol of the U.S.-backed 
strongman turned govern¬ 
ment official, a hallmark 
of the long war in Afghani¬ 
stan. Like his counterpart 
in Kandahar province, Lt. 
Gen. Abdul Raziq, who is 
widely accused of human 
rights abuses and running 
illicit businesses, Khan en¬ 
joyed the support of coali¬ 
tion military officials, who 
found him an indispensable 
ally in their fight against the 
Taliban. 

“He was representative of 
a new breed of warlords,” 
said Anand Gopal, the au¬ 
thor of the book “No Good 
Men Among the Living: 
America, the Taliban, and 
the War Through Afghan 
Eyes." “These are people 
entirely created by the in¬ 
ternational presence." 

Khan first came to power 



Matiullah Khan, who at the time headed a private army whose 
soldiers fought alongside American forces and charged trucks 
for safe passage through his territory, at his home in Tarin Kowt, 
in Oruzgan Province, Afghanistan in 2010. Khan, one of the 
wealthiest and most powerful men in southern Afghanistan, was 
killed March 18, 2015, in a targeted suicide bombing. 

(Adam Ferguson/The New York Times) 


as a commander for the 
now defunct Afghan high¬ 
way police. When that 
group was disbanded, he 


retained the loyalty of a 
number of its members who 
continued working for him 
as private security along 


the highway. 

During those years, Khan 
worked extensively with the 
American and Australian 
Special Operations forces 
who fought in Oruzgan. He 
helped secure the highway 
that countless convoys tra¬ 
versed, earning millions in 
contracts to safeguard the 
international forces who 
shuttled goods between 
Kandahar and Tirin Kot, 
the capital of Oruzgan. He 
also sent his men on mis¬ 
sions with them to upend 
Taliban-controlled areas. 
But Khan was dogged by 
accusations of aiding, and 
profiting from, drug smug¬ 
glers who traveled the 
same highways, and of run¬ 
ning an unregistered, ille¬ 
gal protection force. Over 
the years, he denied both 
allegationsO 



FOR THE HUNGRY! e MENU ITEMS 

^ dch ctcu puct ttmai ic rYrcuTdO » ^ tttou a/tttmtt e a a/t 


RED FISH DELICIOUS DISHES 

• 'A Lb Fresh Fish $10.85 

• 1 Lb Fresh Fish $20.00 

• V 2 Lb Fresh Shrimp $15.40 

• 1 Lb Fresh Shrimp $25.70 

• 1 Lb Fish & Shrimps $25.70 

• Calco (conch) & Shrimp $25.15 

in creole or garlic sauce 

• Balchi di Pisca (2 fish cakes ) $10. 

• Fish Soup $6.90 


85 


RED FISH MENU SAMPLE 

• Fish Filet pan fried $18.55 

with creole or garlic sauce 

• Calco "Conch" $21.70 

in creole or garlic sauce 

• Pan fried Lobster 6oz $20.00 

• Filet Mignon 6oz. Angus $18.30 

• Chicken Sate $10.85 


CALL NOW 
FOR RESERVATIONS 
OR TAKE OUT! 


Tel: (297) 280-6666 


Open daily from 11:30am - 10:00pm (closed on Mondays) • Orange Mall Sasaki 





















































FRIDAY 20 MARCH 


EWORLD NEWS 




m 


j 







i 




FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNlM 

WILD CASH TABLE MANIA 4X THE POINTS- 
FRIDAYS , 





B 


VISE! OUR PLAYER CENTER FOR MORE INFORMATION £ PROMOTIONS. 


"klaragcmcr" reserves Che ngh.t 5a chango or c sired ury pfaiPEtcr" - "Mu^i be 18+ ld ppljoprfc m any pra voter:" - “Mini DconnuUiLE 1 25 JwmLa riumg Lhe week le be edible LO pwlnporta 


% 
Up PiWbapaOa * 



People walk by as as a police officer guards the National Bardo Museum in Tunis, Tunisia, Thurs¬ 
day, March 19, 2015. Tunisian security forces arrested nine people linked to the deadly attack 
on the National Bardo Museum that left scores dead and wounded and threatened the country’s 
fledgling democracy and struggling tourism industry, the president’s office said Thursday. 

(AP Photo/Christophe Ena) 


Islamic State group claims Tunisia attack 


Associated Press 

TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — The 

radical Islamic State group 
claimed responsibility Thurs¬ 
day for the attack on a 
famed Tunis museum that 
left 23 people dead and 
scores of tourists wounded, 
and upended the country’s 
struggling tourism industry. 
Defying the extremists, 
hundreds of Tunisians ral¬ 
lied Thursday at the Na¬ 
tional Bardo Museum, the 
site of the attack, stepping 
around trails of blood and 
broken glass to proclaim 
their solidarity with the 
victims and with Tunisia’s 
fledgling democracy. One 
person carried a sign say¬ 
ing “Tunisia is bloodied but 
still standing.” 

Tunisian security forces ar¬ 
rested nine people, five 
with alleged direct con¬ 
nections to Wednesday’s 
attack by two gunmen who 


were later slain by police, 
the president's office said. 
The other four suspects ar¬ 
rested in the central part 
of the country were part 
of a cell supporting those 
involved in the attack, the 
statement said. 

Prime Minister Habib Essid 
told France’s RTL radio that 
Tunisia was working with 
other countries to learn 
more about the slain at¬ 
tackers, identified as Yas- 
sine Laabidi and Hatem 
Khachnaoui. He said Laa¬ 
bidi had been flagged to 
the intelligence agency, 
although not for “anything 
special.” 

The attack was the worst 
at a tourist site in Tunisia in 
more than a decade and 
prompted a leading Ital¬ 
ian cruise ship line to an¬ 
nounce it was canceling all 
stops in the North African 
nation indefinitely. 


The deaths of so many 
tourists will create massive 
trouble for Tunisia's tour¬ 
ism industry, which attracts 
thousands of foreigners ev¬ 
ery year to the country's 
Mediterranean beaches, 
desert oases and ancient 
Roman ruins — and which 
had just started to recover 
after years of decline. Two 
major cruise ships whose 
passengers were among 
the victims quickly left the 
port of Tunis early Thursday, 
leaving behind grieving 
family members and slain 
passengers. 

Razor wire ringed the mu¬ 
seum entrance Thursday 
and security forces guard¬ 
ed major thoroughfares in 
Tunis, fhe capital. 

Culture Minister Latifa Lakh- 
dar gave a defiant press 
conference in fhe muse¬ 
um, where blood trails still 
stained the ground. □ 


Netanyahu backtracks from 
Palestinian state opposition 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Days 
after winning re-election, 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu on 
Thursday backtracked 
from hard-line stafemenfs 
against the establishment 
of a Palestinian state in 
the face of a diplomatic 
backlash. 

In the closing days of his 
campaign, Netanyahu 
said there could be no 
Palestinian state while re¬ 
gional violence and cha¬ 
os persist — conditions 
that could rule out prog¬ 
ress on the issue for many 
years. The comments, 
aimed at appealing to 
his nationalist voter base, 
angered the Obama ad¬ 
ministration, which views a 
two-state solution as a top 
foreign policy priorify. 
Netanyahu said in a TV 
interview Thursday that 
he remains committed 
to Palestinian statehood 
— if conditions in the re¬ 
gion improve -- and to 
the two-state vision first 
spelled out in a landmark 
2009 speech at Israel’s Bar 
llan University. “I haven’t 
changed my policy,” he 
said in a full interview with 
MSNBC’s “Andrea Mitch¬ 
ell Reports,” excerpts of 
which will be shown on 
NBC's “Nighfly News" later 
on. “I never retracted my 
speech.” At the time, he 
said he would agree to 
a demilitarized Palestin¬ 
ian state that recognizes 
Israel as a Jewish state. 
The Western-backed Pal¬ 
estinian President Mah¬ 
moud Abbas has rec¬ 
ognized Israel as a state 
but refuses to recognize 
its Jewish character, and 


last year formed a unify 
government backed by 
the Hamas militant group, 
which is sworn to Israel's 
destruction. In the inter¬ 
view, Netanyahu also 
pointed to the presence 
of hostile Islamic groups 
across the region and 
said that any captured 
territory handed over to 
Abbas would be taken 
over by militants. Israel 
withdrew from Gaza in 
2005 and two years later 
Hamas seized control of 
the coastal territory, oust¬ 
ing forces loyal to Abbas. 
“I don’t want a one-state 
solution, I want a sustain¬ 
able, peaceful two-state 
solution, but for that cir¬ 
cumstances have to 
change,” Netanyahu 
said. “And every territory 
that is vacated in the Mid¬ 
dle East is taken up by Is¬ 
lamist forces.” “You can’t 
impose peace. And in any 
case, if you want to get 
peace, you've got to get 
the Palestinian leadership 
to abandon their pact 
with Hamas and engage 
in genuine negotiations 
with Israel for an achiev¬ 
able peace,” Nefanyahu 
said. “You have fo have 
real negotiations with 
people who are commit¬ 
ted to peace. We are. It's 
time that we saw the pres¬ 
sure on the Palestinians to 
show that they are com¬ 
mitted too,” he said. 

A day before fhe elec¬ 
tion Netanyahu told the 
Israeli nrg news website 
that a Palestinian state 
would not be established 
on his watch because of 
the current climate in the 
region. □ 
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Eurozone leaders dampen Greek hopes for bailout relief 



French President Francois Hollande, right, speaks with Greek 
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras during a round table meeting at an 
EU summit in Brussels on Thursday, March 19,2015. Tensions over 
Greece’s massive financial bailout overshadowed a European 
Union summit amid fears that the country could accidentally 
drop out of the euro, triggering a crisis across the currency zone 
shared by 19 nations. 

(AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert) 


RAF CASERT 
FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union leaders, losing pa¬ 
tience with Greece’s left¬ 
ist government, warned 
Thursday that it needs to 
improve its balance sheet 
much faster if it wants their 
urgently needed money. 

“A deal is a deal,” said 
Dutch Prime Minister Mark 


Rutte, reflecting exaspera¬ 
tion among many leaders 
about the pace at which 
Greek Prime Minister Alex¬ 
is Tsipras is implementing 
a Feb. 20 agreement to 
push through reforms in 
exchange for their help in 
keeping Greece solvent. 
Still, Tsipras strode into 
an EU summit beaming 
and defiant, saying it is the 
rest of Europe that needs 


more ambition. 

“The European Union 
needs bold political initia¬ 
tives,” he said. 

Hanging over the summit 
of 28 heads of state and 
government are fears that 
the hard line of the Greek 
government formed in 
January could cause the 
country to drop out of 
the euro, something that 
would trigger a crisis for the 
currency shared by 19 na¬ 
tions. 

Tsipras made a last-minute 
request for a mini-summit 
Thursday night with half 
a dozen top EU officials. 
Those officials agreed to 
the meeting — over the 
objections from some of 
the other leaders, who 
complained they were be¬ 
ing left out — but made it 
clear they have no inten¬ 
tion of re-negotiating the 
terms of the Greek bailout. 
“There can be a solution 
only on the basis of the 
agreements reached in 
the eurogroup,” Merkel 
said, referring to the meet¬ 
ing last month of the euro¬ 
zone’s 19 finance ministers. 
“Progress,” added the 


France: 

Comedian convicted of condoning terrorism 


AUREUEN BREEDEN 
© 2015 New York Times 
PARIS - The provoca¬ 
tive French comedian 
Dieudonne M’bala M’bala 
was found guilty this week 
of condoning terrorism af¬ 
ter a Facebook message 
he posted in January sug¬ 
gested sympathy with one 
of the gunmen in the at¬ 
tacks that killed 17 people 
in Paris. 

The court in Paris gave him 
a suspended two-month 
jail sentence. 

M’bala M’bala was con¬ 
victed under a new law en¬ 
acted in November meant 
to rein in speech support¬ 


ing terrorism. The law was 
aggressively enforced by 
the French authorities in 
the wake of the January 
attacks. 

While the law allows for up 
to seven years in prison and 
100,000 euros in fines, pros¬ 
ecutors in M'bala M'bala's 
case had sought a fine 
of 30,000 euros, or about 
$32,000, converted into 200 
days of jail time if he failed 
to pay. 

Just days after the at¬ 
tacks that killed 12 people 
at the offices of the sa¬ 
tirical newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo, one municipal po¬ 
lice officer south of Paris, 


and four people at a ko¬ 
sher supermarket, M’bala 
M’bala wrote on his Face- 
book page that he felt like 
“Charlie Coulibaly.” 

The message, which blend¬ 
ed the popular “I am Char¬ 
lie" slogan with the name of 
the gunman at the super¬ 
market, Amedy Coulibaly, 
was posted on a day when 
millions had rallied around 
France to condemn the at¬ 
tacks. 

David de Stefano, one 
of M’bala M’bala’s law¬ 
yers, said in a telephone 
interview that they would 
appeal Wednesday's 
conviction. □ 


head of the eurogroup, 
Jeroen Dijsselbloem. “That 
is not going to happen to¬ 
night.” 

In addition to Merkel and 
Tsipras, the meeting will 
include French President 
Francois Hollande, Europe¬ 
an Central Bank President 
Mario Draghi and EU Presi¬ 
dent Donald Tusk. 

“All these negotiations and 
meetings delay the core 
issue, which is putting the 
plan into reality,” Rutte 
said. 

Tsipras, brushing aside the 
criticism, insisted his govern¬ 
ment will end austerity and 
increase social spending. 
On Wednesday the Greek 
parliament approved an 
anti-poverty bill. It was the 
first piece of legislation 
that his government has 
put through — and it did 
so without full consultation 


from its creditor partners. 
Greece's economic poli¬ 
cies drew criticism even 
from nations outside the 
eurozone. British Prime 
Minister David Cameron 
marveled Thursday at how 
poorly the Greek economy 
has fared compared to his 
own. “When I first came 
here as prime minister five 
years ago, Britain and 
Greece were virtually in the 
same boat. We had similar¬ 
sized budget deficits," he 
said. “The reason we are 
in a different position is we 
took long-term, difficult de¬ 
cisions and we had all of 
the hard work and effort of 
the British people.” 

French President Fran¬ 
cois Hollande said that if 
Greece wants to spend 
more it needs to find the 
money inside its own 
borders. □ 
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Venezuela’s President Nicolas 
Maduro gestures to support¬ 
ers during an anti-imperialist 
rally at Miraflores presidential 
palace in Caracas, Ven¬ 
ezuela. Supporters of Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro have 
launched a petition drive to 
end what they consider to be 
U.S. aggression. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 

Venezuela seeks 
10M signatures in 
anti-US petition 

FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Supporters of Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro have 
launched a petition drive 
to end what they consider 
to be U.S. aggression. 

The goal is to round up 
10 million letters and sig¬ 
natures demanding that 
President Obama repeal 
an order freezing the assets 
of Venezuelan officials ac¬ 
cused of violating human 
rights during anti-govern¬ 
ment protests. 

Maduro has blasted 
Obama’s move as an at¬ 
tempt to undermine his 
socialist rule. The Venezu¬ 
elan president was the first 
to sign the petition before 
government supporters 
Thursday began fanning 
out across the South Ameri¬ 
can country to canvass for 
more. “Obama is crazy,” 
said German Pacheco, 
one of about 300 people 
who lined up at Plaza Bo¬ 
livar in downtown Caracas 
to support the initiative. “All 
he wants to do is to take 
ownership of the country’s 
oil wealth.” 

Opponents say Maduro is 
trying to distract attention 
from a deepening eco¬ 
nomic crisis and have de¬ 
nounced what they say is 
an attempt by educators 
to force children to draw 
anti-US pictures as part 
of the government cam¬ 
paign. The government 
denies it’s pressuring any¬ 
one into signing the peti¬ 
tion. □ 


Cuba: 

Street dogs find homes in venerable institution 


M. WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Old Ha¬ 
vana's Museum of Metal¬ 
work is home to soaring co¬ 
lonial archways, galleries of 
gleaming artworks and five 
of the world’s luckiest street 
dogs. 

In the heat of the day, 
Vladimir, Canela, Aparicio, 


Leon and Carinoso sprawl 
in the grand entrance of 
the centuries-old stone 
building. At night, the ani¬ 
mals patrol the streets with 
local police or sleep under 
the museum’s grand stair¬ 
way. Each wears a collar 
with a tattered card bear¬ 
ing its name, photo and the 
words “I live in the Museum 
of Metalwork." 


More than a dozen state 
institutions ranging from 
Cuba’s Central Bank to a 
public toilet have taken 
street dogs under their 
wings in recent years, as¬ 
signing them official IDs 
and housing and granting 
them year-round medical 
care and protection from 
the city dogcatcher, ani¬ 


mal protection officials say. 
“I don’t like dogs but I’ve 
really developed a soft 
spot in my heart for them,” 
said Yarisbel Perez, a guard 
at a historic building over¬ 
looking Old Havana’s Plaza 
Vieja, where two sets of 
guards share custody of 
P9 and Nina, the former 
named affer a city bus line. 
Despite the trappings of 


state protection, the rough¬ 
ly two dozen former sfreef 
dogs enjoy, at most, a qua- 
si-official status, conveyed 
by the frequently thin pre¬ 
text that they are working 
security. Cuban law ban¬ 
ning animals from work¬ 
places contains an exemp¬ 
tion for guard dogs and this 
legal cover for the ex-strays 


was bolstered when a dog 
at a government office 
in eastern Havana awak¬ 
ened a guard one night 
by barking when she heard 
someone trying to remove 
air conditioners from the 
windows, said Nora Garcia, 
president of the Cuban As¬ 
sociation for the Protection 
of Plants and Animals. 
“There was a public cer¬ 


emony in which the dog 
received an award for sav¬ 
ing the air conditioners," 
Garcia told The Associated 
Press. 

The adoption of street 
dogs by some of Havana's 
most illustrious institutions is 
driven mostly, however, by 
the guards' love of animals 
and their desire for com¬ 
pany on long shifts in a city 
with little crime. 

Dogs in Old Havana benefit 
from the presence of doz¬ 
ens of state restaurants that 
donate leftovers to the ani¬ 
mals, some of which have 
grown nearly obese. The 
dogs with Perez enjoyed 
an enormous dinner of 
half-eaten pork chops and 
leftover chicken and rice 
served on grease-soaked 
paper plates from a nearby 
restaurant. 

“They don't eat bones," 
said Victoria Pacheco, a 
guard in the metalwork 
museum. “They eat cold 
cuts, mincemeat, hotdogs 
and liver.” 

The animal protection so¬ 
ciety maintains a list of 21 
dogs living in state institu¬ 
tions, including a Commu¬ 
nist Party gas station, offic¬ 
es of the Cuban Journalists' 
Union and a mechanical 
workshop of the Ministry of 
Public Health. 

“They stay here and noth¬ 
ing happens to them," said 
Dalia Garcia, the caretaker 
of a public bathroom in Ha¬ 
vana’s Vedado neighbor¬ 
hood that’s home to two 
former street dogs. “Every¬ 
one takes care of them, no 
one hits them. They don't 
bark and they don't bite 
anyone.” □ 



Former street dog Vladimir wears an ID collar that gives his name and residence, as he sits at the 
entrance of the Old Havana Museum of Metalwork in Havana, Cuba. Cuban law banning animals 
from workplaces contains an exemption for guard dogs. This legal cover for the ex-strays was 
bolstered when a dog at a government office awakened a guard one night by barking when she 
heard would-be thieves removing air conditioners from the windows, according to Nora Garcia, 
president of the Cuban Association for the Protection of Plants and Animals. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 


Canadian found dead at Los Cabos resort in Mexico 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

Canadian man was found 
beaten to death on a 
beach at the Mexican 
resort of Los Cabos on 
Wednesday. 

Prosecutors in the state of 
Baja California Sur said the 
50-year-old man appeared 
to have been beaten with 
a blunt object. The pros¬ 
ecutors' office said the 
cause of death was severe 
head trauma and a skull 


fracture. 

Canada’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development declined to 
confirm the man’s identity 
or hometown, or confirm 
the circumstances of the 
death. 

His body was found on the 
El Tule beach, midway be¬ 
tween the twin resorts of 
Cabo San Lucas and San 
Jose del Cabo. 

Last week, a 35-year-old 


Canadian woman died 
off Cabo San Lucas when 
a surfacing whale crashed 
into the side of the boat 
she was travelling in. 

Also Wednesday, the Mexi¬ 
can navy said it had found 
a boat stolen during a mass 
robbery of tourists on an is¬ 
land off the nearby city of 
La Paz last week. 

The boat was abandoned 
in an area of mangroves 
near La Paz. 


On March 14, a group 
of armed men arrived af 
fhe island of Espiritu Santo 
aboard a boat and stole 
the belongings of a group 
of mainly foreign tourists on 
a day trip to the island. The 
thieves also stole one of the 
boats the tourists had ar¬ 
rived in. 

The navy said it was step¬ 
ping up patrols in the area 
“to prevent incidents like 
this.’O 











Special Attention of the Kiwanis Club of Aruba for Our Elderly 


ORANJESTAD - The Kiwanis 
Club of Aruba which re¬ 
cently celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary, has always 
been very active with proj¬ 
ects for the Aruban com¬ 
munity. This time we cel¬ 
ebrated with the elderly 
community in Savaneta. 
Sunday, March 8th, some 
members of the Club sur¬ 
prised the residents of Huize 
Maris Stella in Savaneta 
with a visit. The Organizing 
Committee of the Kiwanis 
Club of Aruba in coopera¬ 
tion with Huize Maris Stella 
had on that special Sunday 




a nice program put togeth¬ 
er, that started from 9am 
until 1 pm. The elderly en¬ 
joyed an authentic Aruban 
breakfast followed with a 
delicious lunch. Mr. Nelson 
Sprock with his “Caja di Or- 
gel” together with Mr. Etty 
Toppenberg provided the 
entertainment so that the 
elder citizens could sing 
and dance. Meanwhile, 
some other members of 
the Kiwanis Club visited 
the Department of Anglo, 
Aloe and Izora where the 
inhabitants of the home 
received a ‘care package 


containing various prod¬ 
ucts. 

A special Thank you goes 
to Manrique Capriles, Moi- 
ses de Marchena, Oduber 
Agencies, Compra, Mar- 
tijn Trading, Botica Aloe, 
Botica Santa Anna, DA 
and Maggy’s which com¬ 
panies donated the prod¬ 
ucts for these care pack¬ 
ages. A total of 125 care 
packages where donated 
to the citizens of Huize 
Maris Stella and to the in¬ 
habitants of the adjacent 
homes of Huize Maris Stel¬ 
la. 

As that Sunday was also In¬ 
ternational Women's Day, 
Mrs. Filomena Wong re¬ 
cited a beautiful poem in 



dedication of this Day. 

The Kiwanis Club of Aruba 
hereby thanks the staff and 
personnel of Huize Maris 
Stella for their cooperation 
and in particular Mrs. Ca- 
lixsta from the Activity De¬ 
partment of the home. Q 
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Barney's Bar & Restaurant: "Food And Fun For Everyone!” 


PALM BEACH - Opened 
for just a little over 3 years, 
Barney’s Bar & Restaurant 
located in Palm Beach has 
become one of the favor¬ 
ites of both locals and tour¬ 
ist in Aruba. Owners Eline 
and Ron run the front of 
the house while Chef Jan 
makes sure all meals are 
served fresh and timely. 
Barney’s is a family friendly 
restaurant offering a menu 
which is varied and excel¬ 
lent prices which won’t 
break the bank. 

The kitchen is open from 
5pm till 11pm Monday 
through Saturday. The bar 
is open till midnight and 
offers karaoke on Friday 
nights where you will of¬ 
ten hear Ron, Eline & Chef 



different. 

Tuesday is Schnitzel night 
offering several choices of 
toppings such as the Jager 
Schnitzel which is topped 
with a Jager cream sauce. 


and french fries for $19.50! 
Friday night is ALL YOU 
CAN EAT Sliders night, start¬ 
ing you off with a cheese¬ 
burger, grouper, steak, 
fried chicken and chorizo 


trout filet with lemon garlic 
butter out of the oven or 
Barney’s crab cakes! Then 
I will proceed to the Par¬ 
mesan Grouper, a grouper 
filet topped with a mix of 
parmesan cheese, mus¬ 
tard, mayonnaise and egg 
served with stir fried veg¬ 
gie's and a side of your 
choice or I will build my 
own burger which includes 
a choice of ground beef, 
chicken or vegetarian pat¬ 
ty and I load up on the va¬ 
riety of toppings they offer 
to choose from. 

Another favorite on the 
main course menu is Bar¬ 
ney & Fred Sword Fight: a 
skewer with pieces of ten¬ 
derloin grilled to perfection 
just how I like it and a skew¬ 
er with grilled shrimp served 
with stir fried veggies and a 
side of my choice. 

As I reported at the begin¬ 
ning, Barney’s has been 
opened just a little over 



singing for your entertain¬ 
ment along with tourists 
and locals! 

Besides offering a daily 
special along with 3 spe¬ 
cial soups of the week, 
they have several Special 
Nights and some are ALL 
YOU CAN EAT! 


Monday it’s ALL YOU CAN 
EAT Fajitas for $19.50, which 
is a choice of chicken, beef 
or grouper served with all 
the toppings. Choose your 
first choice and then feel 
free to order more of the 
same meat/fish choice or 
choose to try something 


sauteed mushrooms, on¬ 
ions and bell peppers, for 
$17.50. 

Wednesday night is Grou¬ 
per night with a variety of 
toppings of your choice 
such as the Italian Grouper 
topped with tomato, moz¬ 
zarella and a green pesto 
for $19.50. 

Thursday night is Chef's 
award winning ALL YOU 
CAN EAT Ribs! You start 
off with 2 racks of ribs with 
your choice of BBQ sauce, 
regular BBQ, devils hot, or 
honey smoked, and in¬ 
cludes a salad, cole slaw 


comes with cole slaw and 
french fries and once you 
finish the first 5 sliders feel 
free to re order your favor¬ 
ites for only $19.50! 
Saturday night is ALL YOU 
CAN EAT Steak night which 
includes a salad, cole slaw 
and french fries for only 
$21.50. 

Some of my favorites on 
their regular menu are 
starting off my meal with 
the Firecrackers Shrimp; 
shrimp deep fried tossed 
around in a light spicy 
homemade sauce or the 
Smokey’s sauce; smoked 


3 years and has become 
extremely popular. Walk- 
ins are welcomed if seats 
are available but it really 
is necessary now a days 
to make a reservation to 
insure you have a table. 
You can contact your con¬ 
cierge desk at your hotel/ 
time share or call them 
directly at 586-5420. Feel 
free to check them out on 
Facebook at Barneys Res¬ 
taurant to see what’s go¬ 
ing on. 

So, what are you waiting 
for? MAKE THAT RESERVA¬ 
TION TODAYIIIIO 
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Consolidated balance sheet of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V. 
and its subsidiaries as at December 31, 2014 


Consolidated income statement of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V. 
and its subsidiaries for the year ended December 31, 2014 


Is of Antillean Guilders) 


(All amounts are expressed in thousands of Antillean Guilders) 


Assets 


Cash and due from banks 
Investment securities 
Loans and advances to customers 
Investment in associated companies 
Bank premises and equipment 
Customers' liability under acceptances 
Other assets 
Total assets 


Net fee and commission income 


Liabilities and equity 
Liabilities 


Income from foreign exchange transactions 


Customers' deposits 

5,670,196 

5,210,446 

Income from investment securities 

177 

9,538 

Due to banks 

23,079 

33,308 




Acceptances outstanding 

3,655 

4,560 

Operating income 

477,020 

476,308 

Accrued interest payable 

18,557 

17,413 




Current profit tax liabilities 

38,026 

42,907 

Salaries and other employee expenses 

187,199 

182,551 

Deferred tax liability 

30,544 

31,124 

Occupancy expenses 

24,177 

24,311 

Provisions 

79,952 

69,808 

Net impairment losses on loans and advances 

21,122 

13,476 

Other liabilities 

73,588 

89,329 

Other operating expenses 

65,268 

64,985 


5,937,597 

5,498,895 





Operating expenses 


Share capital 

51,000 

51,000 

Net result from operations 

179,254 

190,985 

Other reserves 

206,937 

190,661 




Retained earnings 

458,579 

429,251 

Net income / (loss) from associates 

(265) 

2,885 


716,516 

670,912 







Net result before tax 

178,989 

193,870 

Minority interest 

11,426 

10,443 

Profit tax 

38,676 

47,295 

Total liabilities and equity 

6,665,539 

6,180,250 

Net result after tax 

140,313 

146,575 


Explanatory notes to the consolidated financial highlights as at December 31, 2014 

A) Accounting policies B) Specification of accounts 



2,105,390 

235,982 

4,075,961 

1,663,083 

224,062 

4,039,288 

Interest income 

Interest expense 

323,648 

21,244 

318,391 

19,947 

867 

763 

Net interest income 

302,404 

298,444 

178,957 

179,383 



. 

3,655 

4,560 

Fee and commission income 

192,079 

182,735 

64,727 

69,111 

Fee and commission expenses 

67,839 

63,626 

6,665,539 

6,180,250 







[balance sheet and equity]: 

• For financial statement presentation purposes, certain 2013 balances have been 
adjusted. 

• MCB Group’s total assets increased with a strong 8% or ANG 485 million, and for the 
first time passed the ANG 6.5 billion mark reaching ANG 6,665 million. 

The main cause of this milestone was the 9% (ANG 460 million) growth in customer 
deposits. 

Provisions increased by ANG 10 million (15%), because of increased obligations for 
the Bank’s post-retirement benefits schemes. 

Because of the lack of demand in credit, the Curagao and Sint Maarten credit 
markets contracted and the “Loans and advances to customers” increased with 
a modest 1% or only ANG 37 million, with most of the growth in the Group’s loan 
portfolio coming from Aruba. 

• The increase in liquidity from the customer deposits mentioned above was largely 
invested in “Cash and due from banks” that increased a whopping 27% or ANG 442 
million. 

• At year end, our shareholders’ equity excluding minority interest surpassed the ANG 
700 million mark and was strengthened with an additional ANG 46 million reaching 
ANG 717 million. This solid increase of 7% continues to show strong capitalization. 
It represents a key strength of our Group and one that our community, our clients 
and our staff can continue to rely and count on. 

[profit & LOSS statement]: 

• Income is derived from both local and international activities of the Group. These 
income streams continue to be well diversified. 

• The results in 2014 show a minimal increase in operating income of 0.1% or ANG 
712 thousand, depicting the continued difficult economic environment the Group 
operated in. 

• Compared to 2013, there was barely any income from investment securities (ANG 
9.5 million in 2013), partly compensated by a 4% increase in net fee and commission 
income. 

• The largest increase in expenses is a direct reflection of the continued weak 
economies causing an increase in net impairment on loans and advances with ANG 
8 million due to higher provision for some corporate and commercial loans. 

• The small growth in operating income, combined with an increase of 4% (ANG 12 
million) in operating expenses, caused the net result after tax to decrease 4% to a 
still healthy profit of ANG 140 million. 


[loans]: 


1. GENERAL 

The principal accounting policies adopted in the preparation of the 
consolidated financial statements of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V. and its 
subsidiaries (the “Group”) are set out below. These explanatory notes are an 
extract of the detailed notes included in the consolidated financial statements 
and are consistent in all material respects with those from which they have 
been derived. 


2. BASIS OF PREPARATION 

The consolidated financial statements, from which the consolidated financial 
highlights have been derived, are prepared in accordance with International 
Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”). 

The figures presented in these highlights are stated in thousands of Antillean 
Guilders (“ANG”) and are rounded to the nearest thousand. 

The policies used have been consistently applied by the Group and its 
subsidiaries and are consistent, in all material respects, with those used in the 
previous year. 

For financial statement presentation purposes certain 2013 balances have 
been adjusted. 


3. BASIS OF CONSOLIDATION 

Subsidiaries are all entities over which the Group has the power to govern the 
financial and operating policies. Subsidiaries are fully consolidated from the 
date on which control is transferred to the Group until the date that control 
ceases. The following subsidiaries have been consolidated as of December 
31, 2014. 

- Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. and subsidiaries 
The Windward Islands Bank Ltd. 

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank (Bonaire) N.V. and subsidiary 
Maduro & Curiel’s Insurance Services N.V. 

MCB Group Insurance N.V. 

Progress N.V. 

- MCB Risk Insurance N.V. 

ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 

Associated companies are entities over which the Group has significant 
influence but not control. Investments in associated companies are accounted 
for under the equity method of accounting. 


4. INVESTMENT SECURITIES 

The Group classifies its investment securities in the following categories: 
financial assets at fair value through profit or loss and held-to-maturity. 
Management determines the classification of its investment securities at 
initial recognition. 

A security is classified in the category financial assets at fair value through 
profit or loss if acquired principally for the purpose of selling in the short 
term. Investment securities with fixed maturities where management has 
both the intent and ability to hold to maturity are classified as held-to- 
maturity. 

Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss and financial assets 
classified as held-to-maturity are initially recognized at fair value. Financial 
assets at fair value through profit or loss are subsequently carried at fair 
market value. Held-to-maturity securities are carried at amortized cost less 
impairment, if applicable. Unlisted equity securities for which no readily 
available market exists, and for which other methods of reasonably estimating 
fair value are clearly inappropriate or unworkable, are carried at cost less 
impairment, if applicable. 

The gains and losses arising from changes in the fair value of financial assets 
at fair value through profit or loss are included in the consolidated income 
statement in the period in which they arise. 


5. LOANS AND ADVANCES TO CUSTOMERS 

Loans and advances are carried at amortized cost, less an allowance for loan 
impairment. An allowance for loan impairment is established if there is an 
indication that the Group will not be able to collect all amounts due according 
to the original contractual loan terms. 


Please write to Annual Report 2014, P.O.Box 305, Curagao, for a free copy of 
our 2014 Annual Report or visit our website www.mcb-bank.com. 


(All amounts are expressed in thousands of Antillean Guilders) 


I Assets 


2014 

2013 

Investment securities 



Held-to-maturity 

224,991 

212,899 

Financial assets at fair value 

10,991 

11,163 


Total investment securities 

235,982 

224,062 


2014 

2013 

Loans and advances to customers 

Retail customers 

1,665,791 

1,617,881 

Corporate customers 

2,406,309 

2,405,152 

Public sector 

11,780 

16,096 

Other 

92,440 

93,275 

Gross loans and advances to customers 

4,176,320 

4,132,404 

Less: allowance for loan impairment 

(100,359) 

(93,116) 

Net loans and advances to customers 

4,075,961 

4,039,288 


II Liabilities 



2014 

2013 

Customers' deposits 

Retail customers 

2,174,927 

2,080,051 

Corporate customers 

2,691,321 

2,469,696 

Other 

803,948 

660,699 

Total customers' deposits 

5,670,196 

5,210,446 


Report of the independent auditor on the consolidated 
financial highlights 

To the Shareholders and Board of Directors of 
Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V. 

Curagao 

The accompanying consolidated financial highlights, which comprise the consoli¬ 
dated balance sheet as at December 31,2014, the consolidated income statement for 
the year then ended, and related notes, are derived from the audited consolidated 
financial statements of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V. for the year ended December 
31, 2014. We expressed an unmodified audit opinion on those consolidated financial 
statements in our report dated February 18,2015. Those consolidated financial state¬ 
ments, and the consolidated financial highlights, do not reflect the effects of events 
that occurred subsequent to the date of our report on those financial statements. 

The consolidated financial highlights do not contain all the disclosures required by 
International Financial Reporting Standards. Reading the consolidated financial 
highlights, therefore, is not a substitute for reading the audited consolidated financial 
statements of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V. 

Management's Responsibility for the consolidated financial highlights 

Management is responsible for the preparation of the consolidated financial high¬ 
lights derived from the audited consolidated financial statements in accordance with 
the Provisions for the Disclosure of Consolidated Financial Highlights of Domestic 
Banking Institutions, issued by the Central Bank of Curagao and Sint Maarten 
(“CBCS”). 

Auditor's Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the consolidated financial highlights 
based on our procedures, which were conducted in accordance with International 
Standard on Auditing (ISA) 810, Engagements to Report on Summary Financial 
Statements. 

Opinion 

In our opinion, the consolidated financial highlights derived from the audited 
consolidated financial statements of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V. for the year ended 
December 31,2014 are consistent, in all material respects, with those consolidated 
financial statements, in accordance with the Provisions for the Disclosure of Consoli¬ 
dated Financial Highlights of Domestic Banking Institutions, issued by the CBCS. 


Curagao, 

February 18,2015 
KPMG Accountants B.V. 
S. Agarwal FCA 


• The loans in our loan portfolio remain well diversified by types of customers, size, 
maturity and sectors. 

• The small growth in loans was mainly due to the 3% (ANG 48 million) increase in 
loans to retail customers, especially in Aruba. 

• The credit restrictions established in March 2012 by the Centrale Bank van 
Curagao en Sint Maarten continued until August 2014. Since September 1, 2014 
the restrictions were revoked, because of the monetary developments in the two 
countries. 

[taxes]: 

• MCB Group’s profit tax obligation resulting from operations was ANG 39 million, 
while the Group also paid ANG 5.3 million in turnover taxes. 

• Our employees paid wage taxes amounting to ANG 29 million, while social 
premiums paid were ANG 24 million. 

• MCB Group collects foreign exchange license fee/tax on behalf of the CBCS, and 
in turn remits it to the respective governments of Curagao and Sint Maarten. In 
2014 MCB collected and remitted ANG 46 million in license fees for Curagao and 
Sint Maarten. In Aruba, Caribbean Mercantile Bank collected AWG 15 million 
in exchange tax which it in turn remitted to the Central Bank of Aruba for the 
government of Aruba. 

• Together, the taxes and premiums mentioned above contributed ANG 159 million to 
the public coffers of our countries. 

[employment]: 

• As at December 31,2014, MCB Group employed 1,502 persons across all islands. 

• During the year, MCB Group paid its employees ANG 100 million in salaries, not 
including social benefits, pensions, medical and other insurances. 

[community]: 

• As a socially responsible corporate member of the communities we serve, we always 
contribute in one way or another to important organizations, projects and events of 
a cultural, social, religious, sport, educational and environmental nature benefiting 
our youth, neighborhoods and different charitable institutions. 

• Our contributions vary in the form of donations, sponsoring, gifts, knowledge and 
last, but certainly not least, physical (“hands-on”) work by many of our colleagues. 
In 2014, we contributed with more than 5,000 donations amounting to more than 
ANG 3 million. In addition to the donations, we also sponsored several events for 
more than ANG 2 million. 

• Good healthcare in our opinion is a basic need in a community and we are very 
grateful for the work performed by thousands of volunteers, nurses and doctors. In 
2014, Prinses Wilhelmina Fonds commemorated 65 years of supporting patients with 
cancer and supporting all kinds of research on the topic. Since its early beginning 
65 years ago, our Group contributed to this very good cause with both funds and 
contributions in kind and they can count on us that we will continue to do so. 

• Fundashon Baseball Tigers Bandabou promotes physical education in the 
neighborhoods and together with several other youth sports events like the annual 
“Kareda di Lito” and the “Vakantie ku deporte” could again count on our continued 
support. 

• In the second week of December we celebrated the 10th annual “Siman di Kurason 
Positivo”, whereby again more than 250 of our employees voluntarily provided 
direct social assistance to the less fortunate in our society. 

• In 2006, InselAir had its first flight from Curagao to Aruba. In the eight years since, 
the local privately held airline added 21 destinations in the Caribbean as well as 
South and North America. The company is an example of how local entrepreneurs 
with a vision and hard work can team up and make a successful business. The 
company transported more than 1 million passengers in 2014 and in this way 
connects families, friends, business people and cultures. For all the above and the 
positive contribution of InselAir to the local economies, the company received the 
MCB Prize 2014. 

• We are very grateful to our volunteer colleagues who during the entire year and 
every year again keep supporting great causes and people where needed. 

As we have seen time and time again, because of unexpected (world) events it is 
difficult to predict the future and it is not necessary to be able to do so exactly, as long 
as we are prepared for whatever the future brings. At MCB Group we are committed to 
being prepared for any eventualities, by having a solid Bank with good financial ratios 
and a modern infrastructure of branches and digital capabilities, the best trained and 
coached colleagues and knowledgeable directors. 

We are grateful to our clients, our employees, our shareholders, our supervisory 
directors, our regulators and especially the communities we serve for the support we 
enjoyed in 2014 and hope to be able to enjoy this same backing in 2015 and beyond. 
We are confident that by being well prepared, in the year 2016 we will celebrate our 
Group’s 100th anniversary in a befitting manner! 
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Get o FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 

when you earn 250 Points today 
h your Alhambra Advantage Card! 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Qffcrmg a wide variety of Retail £ Dining Dull els. 

Solan £ Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Baskin Robbins | Dunkin Donuts | fusion Piano £ Wine Bar 
Juan Valdez Cole | Subway | R-Glass | Shalom Body and Soul Spa 
Hollywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique | The Lazy Lizard | The Markel 
TOFTwisi of Flavors 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Opefidaily 1 Oom In 4am • it Irausquin Blvd #47 
5B3.5Q0Q * casinoolhnmbrQ.com 


Chuck, Nikki, Kati, Billy, Chopin and Michaela love MooMba! 



PALM BEACH - Chuck and 
Nikki White, Kati and Billy 
Morrison, Chopin White 
and Michaela Saunders 
from Clarkston, Michigan 
are crazy about MooMba 
Beach, where they en¬ 
joy sitting at the bar, hav¬ 
ing breakfast, lunch and/ 
or dinner. Bare feet in the 


sand from morning until 
sunset, the group is one 
happy bunch. Logical, as it 
is their vacation. 

Their friend Parker Hornath 
told Chuck and Nikki about 
MooMba Beach; as it is 
their first time on the island, 
they asked around for tips 
where to go and what to 



do. 

They found out for them¬ 
selves what they liked most 
on the menu: hot wings! 
They go well with their sun- 
kissed faces. 

Chuck, Nikki, Kati, Billy, 
Chopin and Michaela 


agree that getting to know 
Anandi (nicknamed Chel¬ 
sea for unknown reasons), 
their waitress and bartend¬ 
er at MooMba listed high 
on their highlight list, as did 
a trip on the Jolly Pirates 
sailing boat. 


We hope you can stay 
on Aruba for a few more 
weeks, thus escaping the 
cold weather in Michigan 
a bit longer. If that is not 
a possibility, then please 
come back next year. Te 
aworo, dear friends. □ 
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Lindsey Vonn, of the United 
States, holds the alpine ski, 
women’s World Cup super-G 
and downhill’s disciplines 
trophies as she celebrates 
on the podium, at the World 
Cup finals in Meribel, France, 
Thursday, March 19, 2015. 

Associated Press 

Lindsey Vonn 
ready for more 
after World Cup 
super-G win 

JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
MERIBEL, France (AP) — An¬ 
other day of skiing, another 
crystal globe for Lindsey 
Vonn. And she's expecting 
more. "I foresee next year 
as hopefully even better,” 
said the 30-year-old Ameri¬ 
can, who claimed the 
season-long super-G title 
at the World Cup finals on 
Thursday, two years after a 
career-threatening knee in¬ 
jury. "It's going to be fun to 
have a normal preparation. 
I only got about five days of 
downhill training and about 
20 days of ski training. I had 
a lot of races this season 
where I wasn’t that con¬ 
fident, in some situations I 
lacked the training.” Vonn 
won the final super-G of the 
season on Thursday and 
with it her 19th crystal globe 
trophy — equaling the re¬ 
cord of Swedish great In- 
gemar Stenmark. She beat 
Anna Fenninger of Austria 
and Tina Maze of Slovenia 
in Thursday's race to claim 
the discipline title, one day 
after winning the downhill 
title. 


Continued on Next Page 



Georgia State stuns Baylorjin NCAWTournament 


Georgia State players celebrate as they surround R.J. Hunter (22 after he made the game-winning shot against Baylor late in the 
second half in the first round of the NCAA college basketball tournament, Thursday, March 19, 2015, in Jacksonville, Fla. Georgia 
State won 57-56. Associated Press 
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Lindsey Vonn, of the United States, celebrates in the finish area after winning an alpine ski, women’s World Cup super-G race, at 
the World Cup finals in Meribel, France, Thursday, March 19, 2015. Associated Press 


super-G 


Continued from Previous Page 


Her seven career downhill 
titles and 67 race wins are 
women’s records in Alpine 
skiing. 

“Even though I have 19, 
these two are probably 
the most special of all of 
them,” Vonn said. “Pretty 
much everyone didn’t 
think I would be back. For 
myself, for everyone who 
doubted me, this is a pretty 
good answer." 

Vonn held a slender eight- 
point lead over Fenninger 
coming into the race, and 
was under pressure after 
the world super-G champi¬ 
on posted the fastest time. 
Vonn was only .01 second 
ahead at the first time split 
but finished .49 clear of 
Fenninger. 

In the race for the overall 
World Cup title, defending 
champion Fenninger is 32 
points ahead of Maze, who 
finished third. The overall 
title will be decided in the 
weekend’s slalom and gi¬ 
ant slalom races. 

After crossing the line in 
the super-G, Vonn turned 
around quickly to check 
her time. She knew it was 
good, but the half-second 
margin seemed to surprise 
even her. 

With her hands stretched 
out, she lay on her back 
for several moments, sa¬ 
voring the moment as fans 
cheered her on at the 
bottom of the Roc de Fer 


course. 

Earlier this season, Vonn 
overtook Austrian great 
Annemarie Moser-Proell's 
35-year-old record of 
62 race wins — quite an 
achievement after her seri¬ 
ous injury. 

Vonn blew out her right 
knee in a super-G at the 
2013 world championships 
in Schladming, Austria, and 
then hurt the same knee 
again in her comeback, 
keeping her out of last 
year’s Sochi Olympics. 

She went nearly two years 


without a victory before 
winning a downhill in Lake 
Louise, Canada, in De¬ 
cember. 

In the men’s super-G, 
Dustin Cook posted his first 
World Cup win while Kjetil 
Jansrud took second and 
gained some ground on 
Marcel Hirscher in the con¬ 
test for the men’s overall 
title. 

Cook, a 26-year-old Ca¬ 
nadian, won the race by 
.05 seconds. Roger Brice of 
France was third. 

Jansrud has already won 


the season-long super-G 
title, and the 29-year-old 
Norwegian also took the 
downhill title on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Hirscher, a slalom special¬ 
ist, finished fourth for his 
second-best result in super- 
G and still leads the overall 
standings by 34 points with 
the slalom and giant sla¬ 
lom races still to come. 
Cook won silver in the su- 
per-G last month at the 
world championships, and 
had earned a first World 
Cup podium with a third- 


place finish in the discipline 
two weeks ago in Kvitfjell. 
He had never placed high¬ 
er than 12th prior to this 
season, and said he had 
contemplated retirement. 
“I had a good, long talk 
with one of my friends from 
home, and he was like 
‘Dude, don't even ques¬ 
tion it, just keep going,'" 
Cook said. “I talked to him 
about it recently and said, 
‘ Remember that conversa¬ 
tion we had?' and he said, 
‘Yeah, thank God you lis¬ 
tened to me.” ’□ 


Managers like idea of 3-on-3 overtime in NHL next season 


SANDRA HARWITT 
Associated Press 
BOCA RATON, Florida (AP) 

— A proposal to change 
the format of NHL games 
by instituting three-on- 
three play in overtime has 
gotten the support of the 
league’s general manag¬ 
ers, although final approv¬ 
al is still needed. 

The GMs devised two op¬ 
tions related to overtime: 
a switch to three-on- 
three play for five minutes 
that the Swedish Hockey 
League uses, or a four-on- 
four to three-on-three ap¬ 
proach similar to the low¬ 
er-tier American Hockey 
League. 

The recommendations will 
go to the joint NHL/NHL 


Players’ Association com¬ 
petition committee, which 
meets in June and must 
approve any rule chang¬ 
es. 

That committee also will 
consider the other recom¬ 
mendation from general 
managers of instituting a 
coach’s challenge system 
for goaltender interfer¬ 
ence. If it goes through, 
coaches will be able to 
challenge goalie interfer¬ 
ence only on goals scored 
and only if they have their 
timeout left. 

The AHL increased its over¬ 
time play to seven minutes, 
starting out with four-on- 
four play for the first three 
minutes and then chang¬ 
ing to three-on-three for 


the remainder of overtime. 
While the NHL understands 
shootouts are popular with 
fans, the league would like 
more games going be¬ 
yond regulation to be de¬ 
cided in overtime. 

NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman, who confirmed 
the GMs were unified in 
switching to either the 
Swedish Hockey League 
or AHL overtime format, 
acknowledged shootouts 
are here to stay. 

“The consensus in the 
room, overwhelmingly, is 
we’re not getting rid of the 
shootout,” he said. “It was 
how do you reduce the 
number of games that go 
to the shootout, keep the 
shootout special. 


“We’re going to discuss 
with the competition com¬ 
mittee because, obviously, 
we want the players’ asso¬ 
ciation input on how we’re 
going to approach it.” 
Detroit Red Wings general 
manager Ken Holland, a 
proponent for an overtime 
change, has no doubt a 
new rule will finally take 
hold. 

“We’re going to take it to 
the competition commit¬ 
tee, basically see what the 
players feel about it," he 
said. “But we’re going to 
make a change.” 

As for the proposed goalie 
interference rule change, 
if the coach challenge 
is incorrect, he’ll lose his 
timeout. 


Officials on the ice as well, 
as in the NHL situation 
room in Toronto, will view 
video to determine the 
correct call. There will be 
no penalty component to 
the coach’s challenge. 
“We ultimately concluded 
that we had to do some¬ 
thing on goaltender inter¬ 
ference that was different 
because it’s a judgment 
call,” Bettman said. 

Florida Panthers general 
manager Dale Tallon been 
pushing for a coach’s 
challenge rule for years 
and was happy the issue 
finally received traction. 
“It’s about time,” he said. 
“I got voted down 28-2 
four years ago and today 
it was 29-1 in favor.’O 
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GOURMET BURGERS 
IDE C01B DRAFT BEERS 
BARREL AGED COCKTAILS 
BREAKFAST. LURCH i HIRER 



Your Side or mine? Just come inSide... 


Sidebar, the newest restaurant on Aruba is 
about bourbon and burgers, and way more! 

What’s so special about Sidebar, you might 
ask? Well, for starters, the restaurant menu 
offers a great variety. Breakfast will wake 
you up, lunch will make you sparkle with its 
specials. By the time dinner comes along you 
will be ready for an extraordinary appetizer, a 
superb wrap, a spectacular gourmet burger, a 
freshly caught local fish, a great salad or a 
tender steak. The menu covers all the bases as 
well as the outfield, with the stress on quality. 

Sidebar’s chef is a miracle working in the 
creativity department, so you can always ask 
him to surprise you with his specials. Please 
note the unusual presentation of the dishes 
you ordered: the wizard is at work. 



SIDEBAR 

\ \ BISTRO/'HUBa y / 


Sidebar is the newest restaurant on Aruba, 
and oh boy, it is a beauty! Unique in a trendy, 
sassy and sexy way, it is ready to welcome all 
of you. 



Common ground and denominating factor of 
the guests includes the enjoyment of life, in 
particular the good things, such as great 
bistro food, wonderful drinks and a relaxed, 
happy atmosphere. Sidebar is the name of a 
stylish, hip restaurant on the side of the 
Renaissance Marketplace; just hop inside, sit 
at the bar or on the amazing porch and enjoy 
- the party at Sidebar starts at 8 am and goes 
on until midnight. 

At Sidebar you can sit in a booth, on a lounge 
chair, on a bar stool or stand at a cocktail 
table. Side Bar is all about options, so go and 
check it out on the far end comer of the 
Renaissance Marketplace. 

Ejoy this new, hot, exciting and very, very 
tasty restaurant to the fullest! 

OPEN DAILY: 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 08:00 AM - 01:00 AM 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 08:00 AM - 12:00 AM 

NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED 



NHL Capsules 

Blackhawks win defensive struggle at Rangers 



Chicago Blackhawks' Andrew Shaw (65) loses his footing as he trips over the 
stick of New York Rangers' Dan Boyle (22) during the third period of an NHL 
hockey game Wednesday, March 18, 2015, in New York. The Blackhawks 
won the game 1-0. 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Brad 
Richards broke a scoreless 
deadlock 7:19 into the third 
period, and the Chicago 
Blackhawks cooled off 
goalie Cam Talbot and the 
surging New York Rangers 
1-0 on Wednesday night. 
Right after Rangers 
defenseman Dan Boyle 
rang a shot off the crossbar 
behind Blackhawks 

backup goalie Scott 
Darling, Richards got the 
puck in front of the New 
York net, waited patiently 
and snapped a shot past 
Talbot for his 11th goal. 

The Blackhawks stretched 
their winning streak to four 
and snapped the Eastern 
Conference-leading 
Rangers’ winning run at five 
games. 

Richards, a member of the 
Rangers last season, has 


five career goals against 
New York. That was enough 
to make a winner of Darling, 
who played for just the 
third time since Dec. 13. He 
made 25 saves to improve 
to 7-3 and earn his first NHL 
shutout in 10 career games. 
DUCKS 3, KINGS 2, OT 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Ryan Kesler scored 45 
seconds into overtime, and 
the Anaheim Ducks rallied 
from another third-period 
deficit in the final Freeway 
Faceoff meeting of the 
regular season. 

Patrick Maroon and Jakob 
Silfverberg scored third- 
period goals for the Ducks, 
who took four of five in this 
lively rivalry. John Gibson 
made 29 saves as Anaheim 
took sole possession of the 
overall NHL lead with 97 
points after rallying for its 
NHL-best 12th comeback 
victory when trailing after 


two periods this 
season. 

Justin Williams 
scored the tying 
goal with 4:18 
left for the Kings, 
who still took sole 
possession of 
third place in the 
Pacific Division. 

The defending 
Stanley Cup 
champions have 
earned points in 
seven of eight 
games down the 
stretch. 

BLUE JACKETS 4, 

OILERS 3, SO 
EDMONTON, 

Alberta (AP) 

— Alexander 
Wennberg scored 
the shootout 
winner. 

David Savard, Ryan 
Johansen and Mark Letestu 
scored in regulation for the 


Blue Jackets (31-35-4), who 
have won four of their last 
five. 

Derek Roy, Ryan Nugent- 


Associated Press 

Hopkins and Nail Yakupov 
had goals for the Oilers (19- 
39-13), who have lost eight 
of their last nine games.Q 
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Georgia State stuns Baylor on last-second shot 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — 

R J. Hunter kept firing away, 
eventually lifting 14th-seed- 
ed Georgia State over 
third-seeded Baylor and 
knocking his father right off 
his seat with the biggest 
shot of his life. 

Hunter's 3-pointer with 
2.7 seconds remaining 
capped a comeback from 
a 12-point deficit and lift¬ 
ed the Panthers to a 57-56 
opening-game victory over 
the Bears in the NCAA tour¬ 
nament on Thursday. 

With Ron Hunter working the 
sideline on a rolling chair 
less than a week after tear¬ 
ing his left Achilles tendon 
celebrating Georgia State 
winning the Sun Belt Con¬ 
ference championship, R.J. 
shrugged off a poor shoot¬ 
ing performance to come 
through when his team 
needed him most. 

“It was a great game, but 
I'm not going to coach. 
I'm going to be Dad right 
now,” said Hunter, who fell 
off his seat and had to be 
helped up after R.J. made 
the second of two long 
3-pointers that helped the 
Panthers advance. “This 
is my son. Proud of him. ... 
I haven't been able to do 
that for three years.” 

Baylor (24-10), which got 
18 points and 15 rebounds 
from reserve Taurean 



Georgia State guard Ryann Green, left, and Baylor guard Austin 
Mills, right, battle for the ball during the second half in the sec¬ 
ond round of the NCAA college basketball tournament, Thurs¬ 
day, March 19, 2015, in Jacksonville, Fla. 


Prince, did not score after 
going up 56-44 on two free 
throws with 2:54 remaining. 
Pesky Georgia State’s full- 
court trapping defense 
forced three critical turn¬ 
overs and Hunter scored 
nine straight points, includ¬ 
ing a 3 that brought chants 
of “R.J. 3, R.J. 3, R.J. 3" from 
Panthers fans at the Jack¬ 
sonville Veterans Memorial 
Arena. The junior guard's 
steal and layup trimmed 
Baylor’s lead to 56-53, and 
he drained another NBA- 
range 3 for the win after the 
Bears’ Kenny Chery missed 
the front end of a 1-and- 
1 that could have put the 


Associated Press 

game away for the Bears. 
“He just made a contested 
3. There was nothing we 
could do about it. We did 
our job and he just made 
it,” Chery said. 

Baylor coach Scott Drew 
felt the first long 3 got 
Hunter going, and that the 
Georgia State star “showed 
his versatility in different 
ways" the rest of the way. 
He was disappointed with 
how the Bears handled the 
Panthers’ press at the end. 
Baylor finished with 21 turn¬ 
overs. 

“All year we’ve executed 
down the stretch,” Drew 
said. “We’ve been a tough 


team, and I feel bad the 
way the last 5 minutes 
went." 

When Prince's despera¬ 
tion heave from beyond 
halfcourt bounced off the 
backboard at the buzzer, 
Ron Hunter sat on his stool 
holding his head while R.J. 
and teammates mobbed 
one another in the middle 
of the court. 

“I saw him cannonball off 
his chair,” R.J. said. “I told 
him, they've got to get 
him a chair with a back or 
something because that 
wasn’t going to work.” 

R.J. Hunter finished with 16 
points on 5-of-12 shooting. 
Ryann Green scored 11 
points and Markus Crider 
had 10 for Georgia State, 
which will play Xavier or 
Mississippi on Saturday. 

Ron and R.J. Hunter aren’t 
the only feel-good story 
lines for the Panthers. Thurs¬ 
day marked Kevin Ware's 
return to the NCAA Tour¬ 
nament, two years after 
breaking his leg while play¬ 
ing for eventual national 
champion Louisville in the 
Elite Eight. 

With second-leading scorer 
Ryan Harrow sidelined by 
a hamstring injury that’s 
slowed him the past two 
weeks. Ware started Thurs¬ 
day and scored four points. 
Hunter vowed to stand as 


much as possible on the 
sideline, and that turned 
out to be not much at all. 
Instead he scooted about 
on a blue rolling chair, his 
bare toes extending out of 
the cast on his left foot. 

With Harrow out and R.J. 
Hunter off to his slow start, 
Georgia State fell behind 
16-6 before settling down 
and putting together a 
13-3 run to get back in the 
game. Ware's open jumper 
gave the Panthers their first 
lead, 26-24, and Georgia 
State looked like it might go 
into the locker room ahead 
at halftime before Prince 
made two free throws and 
a 3-pointer at the buzzer 
that rimmed out before hit¬ 
ting the backboard and 
falling through to put Baylor 
up 33-30. 

Baylor seemingly took con¬ 
trol with Royce O'Neale 
and Lester Medford mak¬ 
ing 3-pointers during a 12-1 
burst that turned a one- 
point deficit into a 52-42 
lead. Rico Gathers made 
two free throws to put the 
Bears up by 12, but they 
couldn’t finish the job. 
“These kids are so resilient. 
It’s been like this all year,” 
Ron Hunter said. “We kind 
of laugh because nothing's 
been given to us. ... This 
group is just unbelievable. 
We never gave up.”Q 



Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim gestures during a news confer¬ 
ence Thursday, March 19, 2015, in Syracuse, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


By JOHN KEKIS and MARK 
FRANK 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) — 

Syracuse coach Jim Boe¬ 
heim has always hinted 
he planned to retire on his 
own terms. That moment 
is at hand and his plan re¬ 
mains intact despite NCAA 


sanctions marring the end 
of his career. 

In an hour-long press 
conference on Thursday 
ahead of top teams start¬ 
ing in the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment, Boeheim said that 
2018 is the “right time” to 
retire, but acknowledged 


Syracuse’s Boeheim: 2018 right 
to retire, but maybe sooner 


that next season could be 
his last as he and the uni¬ 
versity appeal punishments 
for academic and benefits 
violations. 

Boeheim said his plan dis¬ 
cussed with the university’s 
chancellor is to retire after 
three more seasons, but 
that he will take things year 
by year. 

“I love coaching, and you 
can coach as long as you 
can be effective. I thought 
I was effective this year. I 
don’t think I was as good 
as I would have liked to 
have been, but I think I was 
effective,” said Boeheim, 
head coach at his alma 
mater since 1976. “If I’m 
not effective at the end of 
next year, I won't coach 


after next year. The three- 
year thing is the outside." 
Boeheim said retiring after 
his team reached the Final 
Four in 2012 would have 
been ideal, but the timing 
wasn’t right. He said he has 
told recruits he will be here 
next season but has no firm 
plans beyond that. 
Boeheim said some of the 
NCAA's allegations laid out 
in a scathing 94-page re¬ 
port earlier this month are 
inaccurate. He called the 
penalties “unduly harsh” 
and said the reason he 
planned to stay on as 
coach was to make sure 
the program was in good 
shape. 

“There was no way I would 
ever run away from an in¬ 


vestigation in progress," 
Boeheim said. The NCAA 
punished Boeheim and Syr¬ 
acuse for academic, ben¬ 
efits and other violations 
that officials said showed 
the university had lost con¬ 
trol of the athletic depart¬ 
ment. 

“Although the infractions 
report does not find that I 
had personal involvement 
in any violations of NCAA 
rules, the Committee on 
Infractions has asserted 
that for the past 10 years I 
did not promote an atmo¬ 
sphere of compliance with¬ 
in the men’s basketball pro¬ 
gram, and I did not moni¬ 
tor the activities regarding 
compliance of those within 
the program. Q 
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Novak Djokovic reaches Indian Wells semifinals via walkover 



Andy Murray, of Great Britain, returns a shot to Feliciano Lopez, of Spain, during their match at 
the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Thursday, March 19, 2015, in Indian Wells, Calif. 

Associated Press 


BETH HARRIS 

AP Sports Writer 

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. (AP) 

— Novak Djokovic didn't 
have to hit a ball to get into 
the semifinals of the BNP 
Paribas Open on Thursday 
when opponent Bernard 
Tomic withdrew because 
of a back injury. 

Tomic’s withdrawal was 
announced about five 
hours before he was to play 
the top-ranked Djokovic, a 
three-time champion at In¬ 
dian Wells who won his first 
three matches in straight 
sets. He had beaten Tom¬ 
ic each of the three times 
they’ve played. 

Fans on stadium court 
jeered the news. 

Djokovic’s semifinal oppo¬ 
nent on Saturday will be 
fourth-seeded Andy Mur¬ 
ray, who defeated No. 12 
seed Feliciano Lopez 6-3, 
6-4 for his 497th career vic¬ 
tory. His wins are the most 
by any Brit in the Open era, 
overtaking Tim Henman 
who had 496 career wins. 
Murray dropped serve 
just once against the left- 
handed Lopez while serv¬ 
ing for the match at 5-2 
in the second set. He im¬ 
proved to 10-0 against Lo¬ 
pez all-time. 

“Every time he came to 
net I made it very difficult 
for him,” Murray said. "I 
passed very well, and that 


was important, because it 
meant that he spent more 
time at the back of the 
court. When we were in 
the baseline rallies, I felt like 
I was able to dictate a lot 
of those points.” 

Djokovic owns a 16-8 edge 
over Murray. They haven’t 
met since the 2013 Wim¬ 
bledon final, won by Mur¬ 
ray. 

“He will be totally fresh 
as well and ready for the 
semis, so it will be a tough 
one for me,” Murray said. 
“But I feel like I played well 
this week and if I can keep 
that level up and for a sus¬ 
tained period on Saturday, 
I'll have a chance.” 

On the women’s side, 
Jelena Jankovic reached 
the semifinals when quali¬ 
fier Lesia Tsurenko retired in 
the second set with a foot 
injury. Jankovic, the 2010 
champion, was only on 
court for 46 minutes when 
Tsurenko called it quits trail¬ 
ing the Serb 6-1,4-1. 

“In the second set she 
started limping, and I saw 
that she had some prob¬ 
lem," the Serb said. “That's 
the time as well I lost a little 
bit of my focus. I was kind 
of looking at what she was 
doing.” 

Jankovic will meet the win¬ 
ner of a quarterfinal be¬ 
tween defending cham¬ 
pion Flavia Pennetta and 


24th-seeded Sabine Lisicki, 
who played later Thursday. 
Jankovic said she had 
to double-check to find 
out when her semifinal is 
scheduled. 

“I had to ask because I 
was going to do some 
shopping," she said. 
Tsurenko hurt her ankle 
two days ago when she 
upset Eugenie Bouchard, 
one of three seeded play¬ 
ers she beat in the des¬ 
ert. After losing the first set 
against Jankovic, a trainer 
wrapped her right ankle. 
Top-ranked Serena Wil¬ 
liams plays No. 3 Simona 
Halep in a semifinal on 
Saturday. Williams is back 
in the desert after ending 
her 14-year boycott of the 
tournament she last won 
as a teenager in 2001. 
Tomic had gotten off to 
a strong start this year, 
reaching the quarterfinals 
at six of the seven tourna¬ 
ments he’s played. The ex¬ 
ception was the Australian 
Open, where he lost in the 
fourth round. 

The Australian defeated 
sixth-seeded David Ferrer 
in straight sets in the third 
round here, Tomic’s first 
win over a Top 10 player 
since July 2013. 

Tomic beat Aussie teen¬ 
ager Thanasi Kokkinakis 
in three sets in the fourth 
round Wednesday and 


then complained of an 
aching wisdom tooth. His 
back has been bothering 
him since a tournament in 
Memphis in early February. 
“It’s not easy when you 
have two parts of the body 
that are like really in pain,” 
he said. 

Tomic went to hit Thursday 
in preparation for his match 
and could barely move. His 
back ached and the right 
side of his face and neck 
were inflamed because 


of the tooth, which he has 
been taking medication to 
lessen the infection. 

He said he would try to 
have his tooth removed 
next week in Miami, and 
wasn’t sure if he would still 
play in the two-week tour¬ 
nament there. Tomic said 
he’s been advised to rest 
his back for five or six days. 
“I’m playing very confi¬ 
dent, and hopefully the 
next time I play I can be 
100 percent,” he said.Q 
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NBA Capsules 

Warriors beat Hawks 114-95 in clash of NBA leaders 


The Associated Press 
OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— Harrison Barnes had 25 
points, Andre Iguodala 
added 21 points and six 
assists, and the Golden 
State Warriors cruised past 
the Atlanta Hawks 114-95 
on Wednesday night in a 
matchup of the NBA's top 
two teams. 

Stephen Curry had 16 
points and 12 assists, Dray- 
mond Green contributed 
18 points and Andrew 
Bogut grabbed 14 re¬ 
bounds as balanced Gold¬ 
en State maintained the 
best record in the league 
(54-13) with its 10th straight 
win at home. 

The Hawks, looking fa¬ 
tigued and trailing big by 
the fourth quarter, were 
denied again in a chance 
to clinch their first division 
title since the 1993-94 sea¬ 
son as Washington won at 
Utah. 

Paul Millsap and DeMarre 
Carroll each scored 16 
points and Carroll had 12 
boards for cold-shooting 
Atlanta (53-15), which had 
won 10 of 12 and three in 
a row but shot 35.6 percent 
from the floor. 

CAVALIERS 117, NETS 92 
CLEVELAND (AP) — J.R. 
Smith and Timofey Mozgov 



Portland Trail Blazers' Chris Kaman (35) attempts to get a shot 
as Miami Heat’s Michael Beasley, center, and Chris Andersen 
(11) defend during the second half of an NBA basketball 
game, Wednesday, March 18, 2015, in Miami. The Heat 
defeated the Trail Blazers 108-104. 

Associated Press 

Kevin Love returned after 


scored 17 points apiece, 
Kyrie Irving had 10 assists 
and Cleveland shook off a 
slow start to beat Brooklyn 
for its 14th straight win at 
home. 

LeBron James added 16 
points for the Cavs, who 
had seven players score 
in double figures. Cleve¬ 
land trailed by 13 in the first 
quarter before going on 
a 30-8 run and didn’t look 
back. 


a two-game break to rest 
his back and finished with 
10 points and 11 rebounds. 
Deron Williams scored 20 
to lead the Nets, who are 
running out of games as 
they claw to get into the 
playoffs. 

HEAT 108, TRAIL BLAZERS 
104 

MIAMI (AP) — Dwyane 
Wade scored 15 of his 32 
points in the fourth quar¬ 


ter, including a jumper with 
13.6 seconds left to break 
a tie and help Miami beat 
Portland. 

Wade made 13 of 26 shots 
for the Heat, who were 
down 11 shortly after half¬ 
time. Luol Deng had 24 
points on 4-for-4 shooting 
from 3-point range for Mi¬ 
ami, which got 20 points 
and 11 assists from Goran 
Dragic and a 12-point, 
10-rebound night from Has- 
san Whiteside. 

LaMarcus Aldridge led 
Portland with 34 points and 
12 rebounds. Damian Lil- 
lard scored 17 for the Trail 
Blazers, who fell a half¬ 
game behind Houston in 
the race for third in the 
Western Conference. 
THUNDER 122, CELTICS 118 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Russell Westbrook scored 
36 points to help Oklaho¬ 
ma City snap Boston's five- 
game winning streak. 
Westbrook, the NBA's lead¬ 
ing scorer, also had 10 as¬ 
sists, five rebounds and five 
steals. Enes Kanter had 22 
points and 10 rebounds, 
and Anthony Morrow add¬ 
ed 20 points for Oklahoma 
City, which moved a half¬ 
game ahead of New Or¬ 
leans in the race for the 
final Western Conference 


playoff spot. 

Marcus Smart, who played 
college ball at Oklahoma 
State, led Boston with a 
career-high 25 points. Kelly 
Olynyk and Brandon Bass 
each added 20 points for 
the Celtics. 

Boston shot 64 percent in 
the first half, the highest 
percentage the Thunder 
have allowed in a half this 
season. Oklahoma City 
held the Celtics to 42 per¬ 
cent shooting after the 
break. 

RAPTORS 105, TIMBER- 
WOLVES 100 

TORONTO (AP) — Jonas 
Valanciunas had 15 points 
and 15 rebounds, De- 
Mar DeRozan scored 21 
and Toronto won its 11th 
straight home game over 
short-handed Minnesota. 
Terrence Ross added 15 
points as the Raptors won 
for the third time in five 
games. They spoiled the 
Toronto debut of 2014 top 
draft pick Andrew Wiggins, 
who grew up in the city's 
north suburbs. 

The Raptors have won sev¬ 
en straight meetings with 
Minnesota and haven’t 
lost at home to the Timber- 
wolves since dropping a 
108-97 decision on Jan. 21, 
20040 


Rockets should get center 
Dwight Howard back soon 



Houston Rockets' Dwight Howard shouts to his team as he sits 
on the bench in the fourth quarter of an NBA basketball game 
against the Utah Jazz on Thursday, March 12, 2015, in Salt Lake 
City. The Jazz won 109-91. Associated Press 


KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writer 
HOUSTON (AP) — Hous¬ 
ton Rockets center Dwight 
Howard said Wednesday 
that his injured right knee 
is feeling better and he's 
close to returning to the 
court after a nearly two- 
month layoff. 

Howard, who has missed 
the last 23 games due to 
swelling in the knee, re¬ 
turned to practice in the 
last week. He wouldn't give 
a timetable for his return, 
but his comments seemed 
to indicate it would be 
soon. 

“I had a good eight weeks 
of really training and work¬ 
ing on my body and men¬ 
tally I feel good, physically I 
feel great so I can't wait to 


get back on the floor,” he 
said. 

Howard had a bone mar¬ 
row aspirate injection in his 
knee on Feb. 9. Since then, 
he’s gone through a gruel¬ 
ing rehabilitation process 
that has included spending 
an inordinate amount of 
time on the treadmill. 

"We did some extremely 
tough workouts on the 
treadmill. Anytime any¬ 
one says treadmill, I lose 
it,” Howard joked. “I don't 
think anybody understands 
what they had me doing 
on the treadmill. I was just 
begging them: ‘Can I just 
play so I don't have to do 
this?' Rehab is harder than 
the actual practice and all 
of that stuff." 

He said his knee no longer 


hurts, but that it’s been a 
little achy in the past few 
days as he’s started doing 
more full-contact work on 
the court. 

“They've been doing a lot 
of different things to get 
me in shape, to get me 
moving and running," he 
said. “Each day they've 
been building up the test to 
see how far my body can 
go without breaking down 
or swelling in my knee or 
pain.” 

Howard has played just 32 
games this season, averag¬ 
ing 16.3 points, 11 rebounds 
and 1.4 blocks a game. 

It's the most games How¬ 
ard has missed in his 11- 
year NBA career and it has 
been tough on him. 

“My knee is something 


where I have to look out for 
the long run,” the 29-year- 
old Howard said. "It’s not 
just about this season but 
the rest of my career. As 
much as I would love to 
play through all the injuries, 
I just have to realize that 


the most important thing is 
my health." 

The Rockets have gone 
15-8 during this stretch 
without him and entered 
Wednesday’s games in 
fourth place in the Western 
Conference^ 
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Big in Asia, Line app hopes cute factor will win worldwide 


YOUKYUNG LEE 
AP Technology Writer 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

Mickey Mouse, Hello Kitty: 
Move over. And make 
way for laidback Brown 
bear and his irrepressible 
girlfriend Cony the bunny. 
Once just digital stickers 
that users of mobile mes¬ 
saging app Line send to 
each other like emoticons, 
the bear, the bunny and 
their seven friends will soon 
be unleashed through 
stores, virtual reality and 
possibly an animated film. 
For smartphone users in 
Asia where most of Line’s 
181 million monthly users 
are located, the charac¬ 
ters are as familiar as old 
school icons such as Hello 
Kitty and Disney’s animat¬ 
ed stars. They are not well 
known in America or Eu¬ 
rope but owner Line Corp. 
hopes to change that. 

It plans to open 100 stores 
selling Brown dolls and 
other cute "Line Friends” 
paraphernalia worldwide 
over the next three years. 
It has already opened two 
stores in Seoul and its first 
Shanghai and New York 
stores will open this year. 
Though partly an acciden¬ 
tal strategy, the company 
says the bricks-and-mortar 
presence will draw more 
users to the app and help 
replicate its rapid Asian 
success in other regions. 
It will also give the com¬ 
pany a backdoor into Chi¬ 
na, where Line is blocked 
along with other foreign 
messaging apps and so¬ 
cial media sites. 

“We never intended to 
do a character business,” 
Yoon Sunmin, who over¬ 
sees Line’s character busi¬ 
ness, said in an interview 
that was the first time the 
company has outlined 
its merchandizing plans 
in detail. “It exploded by 
accident,” he said, drink¬ 
ing coffee from a paper 


cup emblazoned with the 
dazed face of Brown. 
Visitors to the newly 
opened flagship shop in 
Seoul’s trendy Gangnam 
district screamed with 
delight when they saw 
an outsized Brown bear 
greeting them near the 
entrance of the three-story 
store. Locals and tourists 
from Vietnam, China and 
Hong Kong queued to 


take a picture with Brown 
and other human-size cut¬ 
out Line characters, as if 
they were pop stars. 

Evelyn Tan, a 27-year-old 
from northwestern China, 
and her friend Keira Yi, 
23, from Beijing, said they 
don’t use Line in China 
but came to look at Brown 
and other cute dolls. 

“I have some friends from 
Taiwan and they use Line,” 
said Tan. “The stickers. They 
are so cute.” 

Larger and more expres¬ 
sive than emoticons, the 
stickers have been a draw 
card for Line whose users 


are mostly in Japan, Thai¬ 
land, Indonesia, India and 
Spain. They also set Line 
apart from the bare bones 
interface of rival What- 
sApp, which was bought 
by Facebook for about 
$22 billion. Line is worth 
about $18 billion based on 
revenue from monthly us¬ 
ers, according to Marcello 
Ahn, a fund manager at 
Quad Investment Man¬ 


agement. 

The popularity of the Brown 
and Cony stickers has also 
shaped a new trend in mo¬ 
bile communication. 
Instead of typing mes¬ 
sages, many users simply 
tapped a sticker showing 
a coy-looking Brown sitting 
on a toilet or eating a bowl 
of ramen. Users began to 
associate themselves with 
certain characters and the 
lineup now includes a be¬ 
spectacled middle-aged 
man named Boss and 
James, a blond narcissist. 
“People express their emo¬ 
tion with the characters so 


the depth of the interac¬ 
tion is different,” Yoon said. 
Stickers also made Line 
the rare mobile messenger 
that rakes in cash, first by 
selling stickers for $2 a pack 
to mobile phone users and 
later by adding new busi¬ 
nesses such as games and 
a taxi hailing service. Us¬ 
ers can now sell stickers 
they make themselves to 
other Line users. There are 


Associated Press 

more than 200,000 people 
around the world who do 
that. 

Line Corp.’s net profit 
jumped 50 percent in 2014 
to 126 billion won ($112 mil¬ 
lion) on revenue of 670 bil¬ 
lion won ($594 million), ac¬ 
cording to its parent. South 
Korea’s Naver Corp. The 
app was launched in June 
2011 . 

Line also cashed in on the 
rock star popularity of its 
animal characters through 
mobile games and an ani¬ 
mated TV show in Japan. 

In China, the company 
hopes the stores and oth¬ 


er ventures will put it in a 
strong starting position in 
case authorities ever re¬ 
lent on their blocking of 
the app. 

The first Line Friends store in 
China will open in Shang¬ 
hai’s Xintiandi shopping 
district in May, selling 
Brown dolls. Cony pens, 
Sally mugs and other 
goods such as kitchen 
utensils, stationary, jewelry 
and toys. 

“We hope to resume the 
Line app service someday” 
in China, Yoon said. "If the 
Line app is resumed at a 
time when our characters 
are well known, it would 
be a powerful launch. We 
hope that in the countries 
where the Line app is not 
used actively. Line char¬ 
acters would promote the 
app.” 

Apart from stores. Line is 
in talks to open a virtual 
reality amusement park in 
China. The first such park, 
where visitors can explore 
a virtual space with Line 
characters, will open in 
Bangkok this summer. 

Line is also negotiating 
with Hollywood producers 
to turn its cute characters 
into an animated film for 
theaters or series for TV. 
Line spun off Line Friends 
earlier this month to oper¬ 
ate the character-related 
business independently 
from the company’s app 
business. 

Though analysts are skepti¬ 
cal about the app’s future 
in China where Tencent’s 
WeChat is dominant, they 
say the merchandizing 
business could be effec¬ 
tive in the U.S. and in Latin 
America. 

“There is clearly an op¬ 
portunity to take existing 
mobile properties to oth¬ 
er channels and gener¬ 
ate revenues,” said Jack 
Kent, director of mobile 
media research at IHS 
Technology .Q 



In this March 16, 2015 photo, tourists take their souvenir photos with an outsized Line’s character 
Brown bear at the Line Friends flagship shop in Seoul, South Korea. 
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Gauge of US economy up modest 0.2% in February 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An 

index designed to predict 
the future health of the 
economy rose by a mod¬ 
est amount for a second 
straight month, indicating 
the economy's momentum 
may have slowed. 

The New York-based Con¬ 
ference Board said its in¬ 
dex of leading indicators 
rose 0.2 percent last month, 
matching the January In¬ 
crease. The gains in both 
months were the smallest 


since the index rose by just 
0.1 percent in August. 
Analysts said that the small¬ 
er increases over the past 
two months may be signal¬ 
ing a period of more mod¬ 
erate activity. 

"Weakness in the industrial 
sector and business invest¬ 
ment is holding economic 
growth back despite im¬ 
provements in labor mar¬ 
kets and consumer confi¬ 
dence," Conference Board 
economist Ataman Ozyildir- 
im said Thursday. 

The leading index is com¬ 


posed of 10 forward-point¬ 
ing indicators. Seven of the 
10 indicators increased in 
February with the biggest 
support coming from the 
spread on interest rates, 
gains in stock prices and an 
increase in building permits. 
The three indicators which 
subtracted from growth 
were weekly unemploy¬ 
ment benefit applications, 
weekly manufacturing 
hours and the index for new 
orders tracked by the Insti¬ 
tute for Supply Manage¬ 
ment. 


Growth, as measured by 
the gross domestic product, 
slowed to an annual rate of 
just 2.2 percent in the Octo- 
ber-December quarter with 
many economists expect¬ 
ing activity in the current 
quarter will be around that 
level. Forecasters expect 
a bounce back to growth 
rates around 3 percent for 
the rest of the year based 
on a belief that strong em¬ 
ployment gains will boost 
consumer spending, which 
accounts for 70 percent of 
economic activity.Q 


US stock market sinks as crude oil resumes slide 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Another 
drop in oil prices helped 
drive the stock market to 
a loss on Thursday, as ma¬ 
jor indexes gave up their 
gains from the day before. 
Chevron, Exxon Mobil and 
ofher energy companies 
led stocks down. 
Benchmark U.S. oil sank 70 
cents to close at $43.96 
a barrel in New York, ex¬ 
tending a slump that has 


slashed prices by more 
than half over the past 
year. 

“Given the big drop that 
we’ve had the big ques¬ 
tion is, when does oil hit 
bottom?” said Jeff Car¬ 
bone, a senior partner 
at Cornerstone Financial 
Partners in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. "I don’t think 


oil will bottom out until a 
company or a country 
flinches and cuts produc¬ 
tion. Right now producers 
are still pumping as much 
as they can.” 

It was Apple’s first day 
as a member of the Dow 
Jones industrial average, 
as the maker of iPhones, 
iPads and other gadgets 
replaced AT&T. Goldman 
Sachs also took Visa’s ti¬ 
tle as the most expensive 
stock among the blue 


chips. Because the Dow 
weighs its 30 companies 
by their share price instead 
of their market value, a 
stock split tor Visa pushed 
the payment processor off 
its perch. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
fell 10.23 points, or 0.5 per¬ 
cent, to 2,089.27. 

The Dow Jones indus¬ 


trial average lost 117.16 
points, or 0.6 percent, to 
17,959.03. The Nasdaq 
composite rose 9.55 points, 
or 0.2 percent, to 4,992.38. 
The economic news out 
Thursday gave investors 
little encouragement to 
drive stocks up. An index 
aimed at gauging the 
economy’s momentum 
rose by a slight amount for 
a second straight month, 
and the number of people 
seeking U.S. unemploy¬ 


ment benefits held steady. 
The Labor Department re¬ 
ported that weekly appli¬ 
cations tor unemployment 
aid edged up by 1,000 to 
291,000 last week. 

Phil Orlando, chief equity 
strategist at Federated In¬ 
vestors, thinks the market 
could hit a rough patch 
soon, with the S&P 500 slid¬ 


ing 5 percent or more in 
the coming months. “Why 
do we think that? Because 
what hit the fourth quarter 
hit in the first quarter: the 
stronger dollar, the decline 
in energy prices and the 
weather.” 

Any turbulence shouldn’t 
last long, Orlando said, ar¬ 
guing that low gas prices 
could lead to a surge in 
consumer spending later 
in the year. “At some point, 
people have to say may¬ 
be energy prices will stay 
low and so we'll ratchet up 
our spending,” he said. 

The stock market surged 
Wednesday after the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve signaled that 
it wasn’t in a hurry to raise 
interest rates. Years of ul¬ 
tra-low rates has helped lift 
stock and bond prices by 
keeping the cost of bor¬ 
rowing cheap. The Fed has 
held its benchmark interest 
rate close to zero since 
2008. 

Major markets in Europe 
were mixed. Germany’s 
DAX fell 0.2 percent, while 
France’s CAC 40 edged 
up 0.1 percent. Britain’s 
FTSE 100 rose 0.2 percent. 
Back in the U.S., Nucor, a 
steel company, cut its fore¬ 
cast tor quarterly earnings, 
blaming rising imports tor 
driving steel prices down. 
Nucor plunged $3.17, or 6 
percent, to $46.10. 
Transocean announced 
late Wednesday that it 
would scrap tour drilling 
rigs that it had tried to sell, 
requiring the company 
to take a charge against 
its earnings. Transocean 
sank $1.09, or 7 percent, to 
$14,160 



Trader Peter Tuchman adjusts his headset as he works on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange, Thursday, March 19, 2015. Stocks edged lower in trading, giving up some of the gains 
they made the day before. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 



JOBS REPORT 

Applications or 
unemployment 
hardly changed 

JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of people seeking 
U.S. unemployment ben¬ 
efits basically held steady 
last week, as the job mar¬ 
ket continues to outpace 
broader economic growth. 
The Labor Department said 
Thursday that weekly appli¬ 
cations for unemployment 
aid rose slightly by 1,000 
to a seasonally adjusted 
291,000. Jobless claims 
have been subdued tor 
the past two weeks after 
winter storms caused them 
to spike at the end of Feb¬ 
ruary due to closed schools 
and construction sites. 

The four-week average, 
a less volatile measure, in¬ 
creased 2,250 to 304,750. 
That average has dropped 
7.5 percent over the past 
year. 

Applications are a proxy 
for layoffs. When employ¬ 
ers keep their workers, it is 
generally a sign that they 
expect continued eco¬ 
nomic growth and will 
likely increase hiring. Appli¬ 
cations below 300,000 are 
typically consistent with 
healthy job gains. 

The relatively modest num¬ 
ber of applications contrast 
with the Federal Reserve’s 
view announced Wednes¬ 
day that economic growth 
has lost some momentum 
since the start of 2015. 
“These data appear to 
defy" the Fed's statement, 
said Ian Shepherdson, 
chief economist at Pan¬ 
theon Macroeconomics. 
“So far, though, we see no 
sign of slower hiring either.” 
The historically low level of 
benefit applications has 
been matched by a surge 
in hiring. Employers have 
added an average of 
288,000 jobs a month since 
December, including a net 
new 295,000 jobs in Febru¬ 
ary. The gains have cut the 
unemployment rate to 5.5 
percent from 6.7 percent a 
year ago. 

Despite the job growth, 
other parts of the economy 
have stumbled during Feb¬ 
ruary’s harsh snowstorms.^ 
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For Poorer and Richer 



Syracuse, Boeheim and the NCAA 


ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2015 New York Times 

Some arguments are hard to 
settle but are too important to 
avoid. Here is one: whether the 
social crisis among America’s 
poor and working class - the 
collapse of the two-parent 
family, the weakening of com¬ 
munal ties - is best understood 
as a problem of economics or 
of culture. 

This argument recurs whenever 
there’s a compelling depiction 
of that crisis. In 2012, the catalyst 
was Charles Murray’s “Coming 
Apart,’’ with its portrait of the 
post-1960s divide between two 
fictional communities - upper- 
class “Belmont” and blue-collar 
“Fishtown.” Now it’s Robert Put¬ 
nam’s “Our Kids,” which uses 
the author’s Ohio hometown 
to trace the divergent fortunes 
of its better-educated and less- 
educated families. 

Murray belongs to the libertari¬ 
an right, Putnam to the commu¬ 
nitarian left, so Putnam is more 
hopeful that economic policy 
can address the problems he 
describes. But “Our Kids” is at¬ 
tuned to culture’s feedback 
loops, and it offers grist for so¬ 
cial conservatives who suspect 
it would take a cultural coun¬ 
terrevolution to bring back the 
stable working class families of 
an earlier America. 

That idea makes some people 
on the left angry. As they see 
it, it’s money and only money 
that Murray’s Fishtown and 
Putnam’s hometown lack and 
need. And it’s unchecked cap¬ 
italism and Republican stingi¬ 
ness, not the sexual revolution, 
that has devastated working- 
class society over the last few 
decades. Fight poverty, redis¬ 
tribute wealth, and you’ll revive 
family and community - it’s as 
simple as that. 

Their argument gets some 
things right. The U.S. economy 
isn’t performing as well as it 
once did for less-skilled workers. 
Certain regions - like Putnam’s 
Ohio - have suffered painfully 
from deindustrialization. The 
shift to a service economy has 
favored women but has made 
low-skilled men less marriage¬ 
able. The decline of unions has 
weakened professional stabil¬ 
ity and bargaining power for 
some workers. 

And yet, forall these disturbanc¬ 
es and shifts, lower-income 
Americans have more money, 
experience less poverty, and 
receive far more safety-net 
support than their grandpar¬ 
ents ever did. Over all, material 
conditions have improved, not 
worsened, across the period 
when their communities have 
come apart. 

Between 1979 and 2010, for 
instance, the average after¬ 
tax income for the poorest 
quintile of U.S. households rose 
from $14,800 to $19,200; for the 
second-poorest quintile, it rose 


from $29,900 to $39,100. 
Meanwhile, per-person anti¬ 
poverty spending at the state 
and federal level increased 
sixfold between 1968 and 2008 

- and that’s excluding Medi¬ 
care, unemployment benefits 
and Social Security. Despite 
some conservative skepticism, 
this spending did reduce the 
poverty rate (though probably 
more so after welfare reform). 
One plausible estimate sug¬ 
gests the rate fell from 26 per¬ 
cent in 1967 to 15 percent in 
2012, and child poverty fell as 
well. 

These trends simply do not 
match the left-wing depiction 
of a working class devastated 
by Reagonomics. Nor does 
the long-term trend in insur¬ 
ance coverage, or per-student 
spending, or other data. The 
left sometimes claims that the 
income instability of working 
Americans is unprecedented, 
for instance - but a 2007 Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office esti¬ 
mate found “little change in 
earnings variability” over the 
preceding decades. 

This is a dense debate whose 
surface I can only skim. (In¬ 
equality as well as absolute in¬ 
come enters into it, as does im¬ 
migration, cost inflation for key 
goods - including weddings! 

- and more.) 

But the basic point is this: In a 
substantially poorer American 
past with a much thinner safety 
net, lower-income Americans 
found a way to cultivate mo¬ 
nogamy, fidelity, sobriety and 
thrift to an extent that they 
have not in our richer, higher¬ 
spending present. 

So however much money mat¬ 
ters, something else is clearly 
going on. 

The post-1960s cultural revo¬ 
lution isn’t the only possible 
“something else.” But when 
you have a cultural earthquake 
that makes society dramatical¬ 
ly more permissive and you sub¬ 
sequently get dramatic social 
fragmentation among vulner¬ 
able populations, denying that 
there is any connection looks a 
lot like denying the nose in front 
of your face. 

But recognizing that culture 
shapes behavior and that mor¬ 
al frameworks matter doesn’t 
require thundering denuncia¬ 
tions of the moral choices of 
the poor. Instead, our upper 
class should be judged first - 
for being too solipsistic to rec¬ 
ognize that its present ideal of 
“safe” permissiveness works 
(sort of) only for the privileged, 
and for failing to take any mor¬ 
al responsibility (in the schools it 
runs, the mass entertainments it 
produces, the social agenda it 
favors) for the effects of permis¬ 
siveness on the less-savvy, the 
less protected, the kids who 
don’t have helicopter parents 
turning off the television or fire¬ 
walling the porn. 

This judgment would echo 
Leonard Cohen: “Now you can 
say that I’ve grown bitter but of 
this you may be sure / The rich 
have got their channels in the 
bedrooms of the poor.” 

And without dismissing mon¬ 
ey’s impact on the social fab¬ 
ric, it would raise the possibility 
that what’s on those channels 
sometimes matters more.Q 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2015 New York Times 

There are few organizations 
that can make a mountain out 
of a molehill like the NCAA. Be¬ 
lieve it or not, the scathing re¬ 
port it issued in early March, ac¬ 
cusing Syracuse University and 
its basketball coach, Jim Boe¬ 
heim, of a pattern of cheating, 
is a pretty good example. 

I say “believe it or not” be¬ 
cause to read about the report 
is to get the impression that 
Boeheim oversaw a program 
that was incorrigibly corrupt - a 
“decade-deep sewer,” as Pat 
Forde of Yahoo Sports charac¬ 
terized it. 

This is surely the impression the 
NCAA hoped to convey. “Over 
the course of a decade,” 
the Committee on Infractions 
wrote, Syracuse committed 
violations including “academic 
fraud, instances of extra ben¬ 
efits,” cash payouts to play¬ 
ers, etc. It accused Boeheim 
of failing to monitor his staff 
and claimed that the school 
showed a “lack of control over 
its athletic program.” 

When the NCAA makes that 
last accusation, you can be 
sure it will be accompanied 
with stiff penalties. Among oth¬ 
er things, Syracuse’s basketball 
team was put on probation 
for five years. It will lose some 
scholarships. Boeheim is to be 
suspended for part of next sea¬ 
son, and he has been stripped 
of more than 100 wins. 

I hold no brief for Boeheim. 
Coaches like him, who are big¬ 
ger than the universities that 


employ them, are a problem 
for anyone who believes that 
a university’s academic mission 
is more important than its bas¬ 
ketball team. But neither should 
the NCAA use its enforcement 
powers to cut such a coach 
down to size just because, well, 
it can. Especially when it hasn’t 
delivered the goods. 

Boeheim appears to have 
made two terrible personnel 
moves. In 2005, he hired Stan 
Kissel to oversee the basketball 
team’s academic progress. 
And, in 2009, he recruited a 
7-foot-tall Brazilian basketball 
player named Fab Melo. Kissel 
appears to have been a bad 
actor who monitored players’ 
class work by getting control of 
the athletes’ email accounts, 
which he then used to commu¬ 
nicate with professors, suppos¬ 
edly without letting the profes¬ 
sors know it was him. 

Melo, a native Portuguese 
speaker who still had difficulty 
with English, was one of those 
athletes who simply didn’t be¬ 
long on a university campus - 
yet another big problem with 
college sports that the NCAA is 
hardly in a position to remedy. 
Basketball was the only reason 
he was attending Syracuse. 
Halfway through his sophomore 
season, Melo was declared 
ineligible because of poor 
grades. A professor agreed to 
allow him to submit a paper 
that might improve his grade 
and get him back on the court. 
According to the NCAA, Kis¬ 
sel, along with a receptionist, 
gave Melo “unauthorized as¬ 
sistance” with the paper, which 
he submitted the very next day. 
It appears likely, in fact, that 
one of them wrote it. 

That’s a major transgression, 
not just of NCAA rules, but also 
of Syracuse’s academic stan¬ 
dards. The university has not 
shirked from the seriousness 
of the offense, describing it as 
“wrongful conduct.” Both Kissel 
and the receptionist were let 
go long before the NCAA com¬ 
pleted its investigation. 

What else? Nearly a decade 
ago, three football players re¬ 
ceived course credit for an in¬ 
ternship they hadn’t earned. 


So now we’re up to four cases 
of academic fraud in 10 years, 
only one of which was com¬ 
mitted by a basketball player. 
(By comparison, in the 2013-14 
school year alone, Syracuse 
students racked up 184 charg¬ 
es of academic dishonesty.) 
Also: Some players were in¬ 
volved in charity benefits with¬ 
out getting approval. A booster 
was given too many compli¬ 
mentary tickets. Years ago, 
three players were paid by a 
local YMCA for what the NCAA 
says was volunteer work and at 
least one of the players insists 
was a summer job. “On one 
occasion in 2004,” the report 
actually says, a coach drove a 
Syracuse athlete 45 miles. Seri¬ 
ously? 

Finally, although the NCAA be¬ 
lieves that several other ath¬ 
letes committed academic 
fraud, it couldn’t bring that 
charge because the university, 
going through the same pro¬ 
cess it would with any other stu¬ 
dent, concluded that it didn’t 
have enough evidence. So in¬ 
stead, the NCAA tagged the 
athletes with receiving “extra 
benefits,” because, you know, 
something bad might have 
happened even if it couldn’t 
be proved. Actual proof has 
never mattered much in NCAA 
investigations. 

I have dwelled on this report 
because it illustrates that de¬ 
spite the blows it has taken re¬ 
cently - in court and elsewhere 
- the NCAA remains not only 
a powerful institution but one 
that is all too willing to abuse 
that power. To nail Syracuse’s 
basketball program - for who 
knows what reason - it had to 
pad one serious 2012 offense 
with a handful of extraneous, at 
times silly, allegations that had 
occurred, here and there, over 
the course of a decade. 
Syracuse, concluded the 
NCAA, violated the associa¬ 
tion’s “fundamental core val¬ 
ues.” Not really. Very soon, the 
annual March Madness col¬ 
lege basketball tournament 
will be upon us. The NCAA will 
reap somewhere on the order 
of $800 million. Now, we’re talk¬ 
ing core values.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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39 “So soon?” 


ACROSS 

1 Male child 

4 Hillside 

9 Commanded 

13 Fills with 
wonder 

15 Nat and Natalie 

16 Mountain goat 

17 Actress Patricia 

18 Thesaurus 
compiler 

19 Delight 

20 Deadlock 

22 Marries 

23 Pekoe and 
oolong 

24 Inventor _ 
Whitney 

26 Haughtiness 

29 Harming 

34 Archaeologist’s 
workplace 

35 Evans and 
Robertson 

36 Baby talk 

37 Engagement 
symbol 

38 Silenced 

39 Too 

40 Big game 

41 Records 

42 Sheets of ice 
on the ocean 

43 Abandoned 

45 Gloomy 

46 ...Thurs., Fri., 

47 Enjoy a feast 

48 Stylish 

51 Remorseful 

56 Sworn 
statement 

57 Banishment 

58 “How _ Is the 
Ocean”; Irving 
Berlin song 

60 Ascend 

61 Ravi Shankar’s 
instrument 

62 2015, for one 

63 Sketch 

64 Remains 

65 Arid 

DOWN 

1 _ Diego, CA 

2 Has bills to pay 

3 Tidy 


4 Hilarious 
person 

5 Weaving 
frames 

6 Gymnast _ 
Korbut 

7 Actress 
Amanda _ 

8 Highly 
respected 

9 Muckety-muck 

10 Qualified 

11 Owner’s paper 

12 Former 
spouses 

14 Scheduling 

21 Not as much 

25 _ Vegas, NV 

26 Blundered 

27 Sneakiness 

28 Pig sounds 

29 Went out with 

30 Tavern drinks 

31 Traditional 
Eskimo home 

32 Snouts 

33 Silly asa_ 

35 Bamboozle 

38 Part of a bed 


41 Refrain 
syllable 

42 Arial or Times 
New Roman 

44 Shun 

45 Ore seekers 

47 Postpone 

48 Drape puller 


49 Long-running 
Broadway play 

50 Small 
World” 

52 Way out 

53 Pocket bread 

54 Have to have 

55 Sorrowful drop 
59 Use a crowbar 
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ANTIQUES & 
CURIOSITIES 

ROCOCO PLAZA 

Tanki Lccnct&rt road 4* 

EASTER SALE 

Open Daily MoivFrld 
9'1 aftennoon 3-5 Sat9-1 
antiq ties a r u ba.com 
Inf. Call 7^1-5640 



DUIDfl BO OIDO 


T*l: 502-0697/ 3S3-7404 
$(iuitlojid str 70 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 

Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com ^ 

f iend yo" r stay 

■Duality Apartments 

■Studio £ Loft 4pts. 'Fully Furnished 

* |Cit<;h*i1 / A ineg / tgbfe TV '5wirptriJrtg Pggl 
Lett 1 hcl 1 it It t rom Ec^le tfcath £ 4 ISL^rmar-hc^ 

F*d fr^ee to contact or vaffif us. 

Mon ■ Fri" Bain-7pm. SaT A Sun: 9am-5prn. 




FOR INFORMATION AROOT 
ADVERTISING IN THE ARODA TODAY 


AVISO@BONDIA.COM 



Time Share -Re/Sales 
Do you Want to Sell your 
Time Share in Aruba ? 

let us just do it for you ! 

30 years in the business, 
more information 
call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211857 

Time-Share Re/sales 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio week 9 room #1204 
20 weeks remain on the 
contract 9 can be accelerated 
nice view on Palm Beach 
price :$6000 
more information 
call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211857 

Time-Share Re/Sales 
Renaissance Suites 

1 bedroom week 10 and 11 
room #2121 ground floor 
pool/ocean view 
Price:$6500 each 
1 bedroom week 10 
room #2138 
Harbor view:$55000 
more information 
call:005999-518-2984 
www.arubatimetravel.com 

211857 

Time -Share Re/Sales 
La Cabana BRC 

1 bedroom week Hand 12 
room #414-A 

Sunday check in pool/ocean 
view Price :$10.000 each 
more information 
call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

_ 211857 

Time -Share Re/Sales 
Casa del Mar 

2 bedroom week 9 room #1208 
pool/ocean view 

price :$ 16000 
more information 
call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week room price 


1+2 

517 

$ 19,000 

10 

137 

$ 9,000 

14 

348 

$11,500 

8 

561 

$ 9,000 

13 

501 

$ 9,000 

14 

349 

$1 1,000 

9 

135 

$ 9,000 

7/8 

304 

$9,000 each 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


211617 

FOR SALE 
Divi Links wk 12 

Unit 2110 1-BD ground floor at 
pool, birdie bldg. US$ 17,000 
32 wk left in contract owner on 
Island till 3-28-15 

MGHLDH1953@gmail.com 

211606 

CASA DEL MAR WEEKS 7&8 
#1403 $49,000 

Great location (overlooks 
ocean) great space (sleeps 6) 
same unit both weeks (no 
moving and very last 2 weeks of 
Feb desirable time) 

Mrs. Brenner 
jazb1@aol.com 

211685 


Time Share -Re/Sales 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 

2 bedroom Lanai Suite 40 week 
11 and 12 ocean front 
price $25000 each 
more information 
call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211857 

FOR SALE 

Divi Village Golf + Beach 

Timeshare 

week 11 Rm 2107 birdie 2 
ground floor front infinity pool, 1 
bedroom, water slide 2 baths, 
patio, sleeps 5. 

Swim up bar, restaurant, 
asking price $10,000. 
e-mail:mbstanae@knoloqq.net 

Phone:262-537-2916 

211859 



Violence Against Women 


DOCTOR 
c ON DUTY 

a I Oranjestad 

Dr. D. de Cuba 


EMERGENCIA 


911 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Eagle Tel: 587-9011 
San Nicolas: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


INFORMATION 

SETAR 

TAXI 

TAXI-TAS 

PROF. TAXI 

TAXI D.T.S. 
SERVICE ARUBA 

118 

582-2116 

582- 5900 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 

CRUISESHIP 

March 21 


Freewinds 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(RADA) Te_h 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-44_33 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Aruba no 
Teh 5 83-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Blood bank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 





















































































Sky gazers flock to remote islands for total solar eclipse 



Items of eclipse merchandise are displayed for sale in a store, in Torshavn, the capital city of the 
Faeroe Islands, Wednesday, March 18, 2015. 

Associated Press 


CATHERINE GASCHKA 
Associated Press 
TORSHAVN, Faeroe Islands 
(AP) — For months, even 
years, hotels on the remote 
Faeroe Islands have been 
fully booked by fans who 
don't want to miss an al¬ 
most three-minute-long as¬ 
tronomical sensation. Now 
the sky gazers just hope the 
clouds will blow away so 
they can fully experience 
Friday’s total solar eclipse. 
Scores of eclipse chasers 
and scientists have invad¬ 
ed the archipelago armed 
with telescopes, cameras 
and glasses for safe direct 
solar viewing ahead of the 
big event. 

The weather forecast is 
better more than 2,000 ki¬ 
lometers (1,270 miles) to 
the northeast, in the Arctic 
islands of Svalbard, where 
spectators can hope for a 
clear day. The full eclipse 
will only be seen in a nar¬ 
row path across the north¬ 
ern hemisphere, reaching 
the Faeroes at 0945 GMT 
(5:45 a.m. EDT) on Friday. 
“This is our 10th total 
eclipse. We love to watch 
them and being able to 
look at the corona with 
your eyes in the middle of 
the eclipse is really an ex¬ 
citing moment, to experi¬ 
ence the diamond rings 
coming and going,” said 
Les Anderson, a 60-year- 
old from San Diego, Cali¬ 
fornia, in the Faeroe capi¬ 
tal of Torshavn. 

The population of the 18 
rocky islands between 


Scotland and Iceland has 
swelled by approximately 
10,000 for a few days from 
its usual 48,000 souls. 

“There has never, never 
been so many people on 
the islands before,” said 
Theresa Kreutzmann, head 
of the tourism office in Tor¬ 
shavn. 

The two best places to fully 
experience the total solar 
eclipse are the Faeroes, 
where the moon covers the 
sun completely for 2 min¬ 
utes 45 seconds, and Sval¬ 
bard, more than 800 kilo¬ 
meters (500 miles) north of 
the Norwegian mainland. 


where it will be 15 seconds 
shorter. 

A partial solar eclipse can 
be seen across Europe and 
parts of Asia and Africa. 
Britain's Meteorological 
Office says 95 percent of 
the sun will be covered in 
the Flebrides, Orkneys and 
Shetland Islands. 

Although Faeroe camping 
sites have opened ahead 
of time for those willing to 
brave nighttime tempera¬ 
tures of around 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (35 degrees Fahr¬ 
enheit), authorities on Sval¬ 
bard have reminded last- 
minute visitors that bringing 


a sleeping bag and find¬ 
ing a cozy corner for the 
night is not an option. The 
thermometer there hovers 
around minus 15 degrees 
Celsius (5 degrees Fahr¬ 
enheit). And then there 
are the polar bears, which 
roam freely — meaning 
that people need to carry 
firearms when moving out¬ 
side settlements. 

On average, three bears 
are shot in self-defense 
every year on Svalbard 
with an estimated polar 
bear population of 3,000 
— roughly the same as the 
human population. Visitors 


have been attacked. Just 
Thursday, a bear attacked 
a tent in which a Czech 
tourist was sleeping, slightly 
injuring him. In 2011, a Brit¬ 
ish teenager was fatally 
mauled by a bear that at¬ 
tacked the tent he was 
sleeping in. 

The bears aren’t an issue in 
the Faeroes. 

“We don’t have polar 
bears here,” laughed Tor- 
stein Christiansen, tourist 
chief in Torshavn. Fie said 
the islands’ main problems 
are traffic and the treach¬ 
erous and sudden fog that 
can quickly wrap the is¬ 
lands and its steep cliffs. 
Finnur Johansen, 82, is ea¬ 
gerly awaiting the total so¬ 
lar eclipse. Fie recalls the 
one in 1954 when Faeroe 
animals were fooled by the 
sudden darkness. 

“I remember the reac¬ 
tion of the birds. They go 
to sleep," Johansen said. 
“The hen, they go into hen 
house, under the perch, 
and slept there with the 
head under the wing.” 

If eclipse-chasers have 
been preparing for years, 
local authorities have been 
doing the same, Christian¬ 
sen said. Authorities have 
posted online information 
to help visitors find accom¬ 
modation and the best 
spots to be for the eclipse. 
Solar eclipse merchandis¬ 
ing — including books and 
toy puffins in eclipse T-shirts 
— are on sale, hotel prices 
have risen and a ferry boat 
has been moored in Tor¬ 
shavn to house visitors. □ 
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In this Aug. 15 , 2014, file photo , Pennsylvania’s Mo’ne Davis 
delivers in the fifth inning against Tennessee during a baseball 
game in United States pool play at the Little League World Series 
tournament in South Williamsport Pa. 

Associated Press 

Disney Channel plans 
biopic of pitching 
prodigy Mo’ne Davis 



In this image released by Fox, Jussie Smollett, left, and Terrence Howard appear in a scene from 
the season one finale of “Empire.” 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Little League pitching sensation Mo’ne 
Davis will be the subject of a Disney Channel movie. 

The network says development is underway on the bio¬ 
graphical film, titled “Throw Like Mo.” It will tell the story 
of the 13-year-old who last summer made history as the 
first girl to pitch a shutout in the Little League World Series. 
A member of Philadelphia’s Taney Dragons, Davis fhen 
became the first Little Leaguer to make the cover of 
Sports Illustrated magazine. 

She will serve as a consult on the movie, which she hopes 
will encourage viewers to believe that dreams can really 
come true. 

Disney Channel didn't specify an airdate or cast. But Da¬ 
vis says she can't wait to get started.Q 


Finale of ‘Empire’ draws 
17.6 million viewers 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — With a 
standard-setting finale to 
its first season reaching 17.6 
million viewers. Fox's music 
business drama “Empire” 
has proven that it's still pos- 


Penn & Teller to return to 
Broadway this summer 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Penn & 
Teller are hoping they’ll be 
able to make tickets dis¬ 
appear on Broadway this 
summer. The comedy-and- 
magic duo said Thursday 
they will play the Marquis 
Theatre from July 7-Aug. 
16. Tickets go on sale on 
April 16. Penn & Teller — 
Penn Jillette, the taller, 
louder part of the group, 
and Raymond Teller, his 
small, silent partner — have 
been mixing comedy with 
magic since they teamed 
up in 1975. The duo regu¬ 
larly performs in Las Vegas 
and has appeared on nu¬ 
merous TV shows, includ¬ 
ing aa Showtime program 
that debunks pop-culture 



In this July 21, 2011 file photo, Penn Jillette, left, and Raymond 
Teller pose for a portrait at the LMT Music Lodge during Comic 
Con in San Diego. 

Associated Press 


myths and pop-psycholo¬ 
gy theories. 

They made their off-Broad- 
way debut in 1985 and first 
played Broadway in 1987. 


They returned to Broadway 
in 1991 with “The Refrig¬ 
erator Tour." They currently 
have a show at The Rio in 
Las Vegas.Q 


sible for broadcast televi¬ 
sion to create big hits. 
That’s how many people 
watched the second of 
two one-hour episodes on 
Wednesday night. The first 
hour was seen by 15.8 mil¬ 
lion people, the Nielsen 
company said. 

When “Empire" debuted in 
January, its first-night audi¬ 
ence was a healthy but not 
remarkable 9.9 million. It 
proceeded to gain viewers 
for every single succeeding 
episode through the 12th 
and final one Wednesday 
night, a feat Nielsen said is 
unmatched in two dozen 
years of estimating view- 
ership through electronic 
people meters. 

On the final episode, mu¬ 
sic family patriarch Lucious 
Lyon, played by actor Ter¬ 
rence Howard, learns that 
he doesn’t actually have 
ALS as he had thought. He 
also anoints middle son Ja¬ 
mal as the heir to the family 
business, angering his other 
sons Andre and Hakeem in 
the process. 

Not since “Grey's Anato¬ 
my" in 2005 has a television 
drama reached so many 
people for the last episode 
of its premiere season, 
Nielsen said. 


The viewership estimate 
doesn’t take into account 
the number of people who 
will see the show via Inter¬ 
net streams, video on de¬ 
mand and on DVR in the 
coming days and weeks. 
Based on viewership gains 
seen by past “Empire" epi¬ 
sodes, Fox estimates that in 
a month's time more than 
27 million people will have 
watched Wednesday’s last 
episode. 

Facebook said some 4.2 
million people accounted 
for 15.8 million posts, shares 
and comments on the fi¬ 
nale. 

The “Empire” success pufs 
the rookie show among 
CBS’ “NCIS” and AMC’s 
“The Walking Dead” in dra¬ 
ma popularity this season. 
It’s a boon for Fox, which 
has seen former jugger¬ 
naut “American Idol” con¬ 
tinue to recede in popu¬ 
larity and few other shows 
connecting with viewers. 
It’s heartening for television 
programmers in general to 
see a program become a 
hit at a time most new pro¬ 
grams fail. 

“Empire" will be back for a 
second season, although 
Fox hasn’t said whether it 
will be in the fall or winter. □ 
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Russell Simmons plans for a hip-hop musical ‘The Scenario’ 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Music 
mogul Russell Simmons is 
producing a brand new 
stage musical that will cel¬ 
ebrate three generations 
of hip-hop, from Run DMC 
to Kanye West. 

Simmons said Thursday that 
“The Scenario” will feature 
an original story written by 
author and hip-hop histo¬ 
rian Dan Charnas, author 
of “The Big Payback: The 
History of the Business of 
Hip-Hop.” He’s aiming to 
premiere it in New York City 
in late 2016. 

“People will sing along and 
leave happy,” Simmons 
said. “So many of these 
songs will reach everybody 
in the audience. That al¬ 
most never happens.” 
Simmons, who won a 2003 
Tony for producing “Russell 
Simmons Def Poetry Jam,” 
said the new musical will 
have a love story, contain 
a fight-the-power element 
and be a “celebration of 
hip-hop.” It’s still being writ¬ 
ten and song selection will 
likely be a tough task. 
“There are so many great 



In this Feb. 6,2015 file photo, Russell Simmons presents the Vanguard Award on stage at the 46th 
NAACP Image Awards in Pasadena, Calif. Associated Press 


songs!” he said. “Do I 
need something from Kur- 
tis Blow? From Drake? I just 
don’t know. Jay-Z? LL Cool 
J?” 

Simmons was one of the 
first players in the burgeon¬ 
ing hip hop scene in the 
1980s. He is co-founder of 


fhe pioneering Def Jam 
Recordings record label, 
which has represented 
such artists like the Beastie 
Boys, Jay-Z, Lady Gaga, 
Jennifer Lopez, LL Cool J 
and Kanye West. And Sim¬ 
mons also created the Def 
Comedy franchise. 


Jukebox musicals have 
been made with punk 
songs, hair metal, Abba 
songs and Carole King, but 


rap and hip-hop music has 
yet to produce a Broad¬ 
way hit. “Holler If Ya Hear 
Me,” a rap musical that 
used over 20 Tupac Shakur 
songs, closed last year af¬ 
ter less than two months. 
Though Simmons never 
saw “Holler If Ya Hear Me,” 
he said he didn’t consider 
it to be “a celebration of 
hip-hop” and “I don’t see 
any way in the word to 
compare what I want to 
do with what they did." 

He said “The Scenario” will 
lean more toward a cele¬ 
bration of the music of hip- 
hop than social commen¬ 
tary, although “you can’t 
help but mention that it did 
more to integrate America 
than any other pop cultur¬ 
al phenomenon.” 

The new musical will be 
produced by Simmons; 
Def Pictures/Jake Stein; Big 
Block/Scott Prisand, Scott 
Benson, Tom Pellegrini and 
Jamie Bendell; Brian Sher 
and Stella Bulichnikov. □ 


Paula Patton, Robin 
Thicke granted 


LONDON (AP) — Musi¬ 
cian Nile Rodgers says it 
is “shocking” that Pharrell 
Williams and Robin Thicke 
have been found guilty of 
plagiarism in the “Blurred 
Lines” court case, adding 
that he believed the song’s 
composition was not at all 
like Marvin Gaye’s “Got to 
Give it Up." 

Rodgers, of the band Chic, 
has worked alongside Wil¬ 
liams in Daft Punk’s smash 
hit “Get Lucky." He said 
Gaye’s 1977 song and 
Thicke’s 2013 hit “didn’t re¬ 
ally sound alike.” 

He told The Associated 
Press Thursday in an inter¬ 
view: “Compositionally, 

purely compositionally, 
I don't think they should 
have lost that case." He 
added: “’Got to Give it Up’ 
is clearly a blues structure, 
(‘Blurred Lines') isn’t at all." 


In this photo taken on Wednesday, March 18, 2015, American 
musician, producer, and guitarist Nile Rodgers poses for 
photographs in a north London hotel. 

Associated Press 


Speaking for the first time 
since he and Thicke were 
ordered to pay $7.4 million 
to the Gaye family, Williams 
fold The Financial Times 
the decision “handicaps” 
those in creative fields. 


“If we lose our freedom to 
be inspired, we’re going to 
look up one day and the 
entertainment industry as 
we know it will be frozen 
in litigation," he told the 
newspaper. □ 


In this Feb. 24, 2013 file photo, Paula Patton and Robin Thicke 
arrive at the 2013 Vanity Fair Oscars Viewing and After Party at 
the Sunset Plaza Hotel in West Hollywood, Calif. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Paula 
Patton and Robin Thicke 
are another step closer to 
divorce. 

The actress from “Precious” 
and “2 Guns” was granted 
a divorce Tuesday from 
the “Blurred Lines” singer 
in Los Angeles. Their legal 
split will go into effect April 
14 . 

The 39-year-old actress 
and 38-year-old singer an¬ 


nounced they were sepa¬ 
rating last year after nine 
years of marriage. They 
have a 4-year-old son. 
Patfon was the inspiration 
behind much of Thicke’s 
music and appeared in 
some of his videos. 

Thicke promoted his latest 
album, “Paula,” last sum¬ 
mer with several public ap¬ 
pearances accompanied 
by reconciliation pleas.Q 


Nile Rodgers: ‘Blurred Lines’ 
court verdict ‘shocking’ 


SIAN WATSON 
Associated Press 



divorce in Los Angeles 
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The new EBEL Wave, 
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hers with diamonds. 

The collection, intelligently 
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